
Canterbury (NZ) Croquet Association Inc. 

October 2013 

Newsletter 10-13.docx 

In this issue: 

The MacRobertson Shield 

Local Tournaments Information 

Upcoming Events 

The Value of Open Days 

Barrington Park Croquet Club 

The CNZ Youth Development Squad 

The CNZ GC Gold and Silver Stars 

The new CCA Handicapper 

Beginners Day 

The MacRobertson Shield 

Over the next couple of newsletters, we 
will introduce you to the teams and give 
some predictions as to what the scores 
will be. 
The Black Mallets (New Zealand) 
Aaron Westerby (Captain) 
Aaron, aged 40 is a massively 
experienced player, having won the NZ 
Open in 1994 and Sonoma Cutrer in 
1996 and it was only bad selection from 
NZ that meant his first Mac was in 
2006. Aaron has bases in both 
Auckland and Raglan and works in 
computing. He is currently ranked world 
number 8. 
Greg Bryant 
Greg, aged 49 is now based in 
Wellington where he works as CNZ 
Sport Development Officer. Greg first 
played in the Mac in 1993 and is 
longing to win his first ever Series. Greg 
won the NZ Open in 2011 and 2012 
and is just recovering from a foot 
operation that has kept him away from 
the early season tournaments. Greg is 
ranked world number 10. 
Paddy Chapman 
Paddy, 26, is born and raised in 
Christchurch, but currently lives with his 
wife Miranda and son Oliver in 
Nottingham, England. Paddy has 
played in two previous Mac’s and will 
be hoping to make it third time lucky. 
Paddy was runner-up in the recent 

World Singles Championship in London 
and is ranked world number 5. 

 

           
Left to right; Greg, Aaron and Paddy 
Chris Clarke 
Chris, 42, is a sports trader and lives in 
Christchurch with his wife Jenny (see 
below). Chris emigrated to NZ in 2005 
and has played in 5 previous Mac’s 
representing England, winning them all. 
This will be his first Mac for NZ. Chris 
has won two World Singles 
Championships (1995 and 2008) and 
many National Doubles Titles. Chris is 
currently ranked world number 2. 
Jenny Clarke 
Jenny, 41, is a Lecturer in Sports 
Science at the University of Canterbury. 
Jenny has only played one previous 
Mac, but finished strongly winning all 
her matches in the final Test v USA. 
Jenny lives in Christchurch and is a 
member of the United club. She is 
current Women’s World Champion and 
is ranked world number 18. 
Toby Garrison 
Toby, 35, works in banking in 
Wellington. He is massively 
experienced, having first played in the 
Mac in 2000 and having captained the 
team in 2003. Toby won virtually every 
major event in NZ last season and is 
ranked world number 4. 
 
 

 
Left to right; Chris, Jenny and Toby 
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 Upcoming Events 

 
NZC SI AC Championship Sat Nov 2 – 6 
United & Fendalton- Chris Clarke 385 5957 

Hornby Twilight GC Tournament – 
Wednesday Nov 6 – Mary Wills 323 8337 

Fendalton GC Hcap Doubles Tournament 
Sunday Nov 10 – Pauline Perwick 358 
1949, Lorraine McClurg (03) 313 5648 

CCA AC Open Championship Nov 14-17 
United - Jenny Clarke 3855957 

Barrington AC Tournament – Sunday Nov 
24 – Betty Lake 337 8183 

Beginners Day – Sunday Dec 1 
Barrington – Hugh Thompson 3384445 

CCA GC Hcap Doubles Tournament      
Dec 7-8 Fendalton – Kay Blair 3371446 

The Value of Open Days 

Several years ago when Hornby had an 
open day Lyn Dawson and John Smith 
arrived to help, bringing two friends 
from Wellington, Janet and Brian 
Boutel. Both gave croquet a go and 
Brian was sufficiently interested to join 
the Kelburn club where he has since 
been active, to the point of becoming a 
qualified referee. Additionally he has 
held positions of responsibility within 
the club and Wellington Association. 
 
Brian was recently nominated for the 
CNZ Executive. As there were only 
three nominations for the three 
positions, he will automatically be 
appointed. 
 
Janet is also playing now. Her sister, 
Alison Robinson, is one of NZ’s top 
women players and has played in 
Christchurch. 
 
Which just goes to show that the 
benefits from Open Days may take 
some time and may not benefit the club 
directly, but can trigger some very 
successful croquet careers 
 
 
 

Barrington Park Croquet Club 

currently has 25 members and 2.75 
courts. Most players play Association 
with 50% in the 10-16 handicap range. 
Indoor croquet is also played. 

 
 
Rita Yardley is shown above playing in 
a Saturday morning Johnson match 
against Holmes Park with other players 
on the terrace of the new clubhouse 
opened in 1999. 
The club started in 1926. The original 
clubhouse was built with the help of a 
loan of twenty five pounds from Rodger 
Lane’s grandfather. Kath Robertson, 
the oldest current member, was 
President during the building of the 
spacious new clubhouse and 
remembers well the hard work involved. 
 

CNZ Youth Development Squad 
This year’s Youth Squad met in 
Christchurch for five busy days of 
coaching and play last month. 
 
Many thanks to the kind people who 
billeted them and looked after them 
so well. 
 
The Squad includes 22 players with an 
age range of 12 to 20 years. 5 girls are 
included in this year’s squad. All squad 
members reported that they enjoyed 
the opportunity to meet and compete 
with several other croquet players of 
their own age group. 
 
Lachlan Hughes from Wanganui and Mary-
Kate Prankherd from Taranaki in the Gold 

and Silver Stars at 
United on a hot 
nor’west day. 
‘Lachy’ 
represented NZ at 
the GC Junior  
Worlds in Egypt  
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The GC Gold and Silver Stars 

Handicap Tournament was held at 
United on the first weekend in October.  
There was a very strong field of around 
40 players. Sean Pearless won and 
Duncan Dixon was the runner-up. 
Sean Pearless is from the Masterton 
Club in the Wairarapa and is one of a 
group of  
Rathkeale College students introduced 
to croquet by Neil Williamson. Sean 
and his doubles partner from the same 
school, James Simons, reached the 
semi-finals at the National Secondary 
Schools finals last season. 
 
This was Sean’s first CNZ event 
outside of the National Secondary 
Schools program. His GC handicap 
dropped from 11 to 7 during the 
tournament. He is a keen golfer with a 
single figure handicap and he 
particularly enjoys match-play 
competition. It’s this aspect of 
competition that attracted him to 
croquet. 
 
News from Clubs. 
Please send any information you would like 
included in the next newsletter to Robyn 
Dawson at r.dawson@paradise.net.nz. 
 
If you did not receive this email and 
would like to, please send your email 
address to Robyn Dawson at 
r.dawson@paradise.net.nz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The New CCA Handicapper 
 
Ken Kinzett is a retired management 
accountant with mainly manufacturing 
experience, although having had a stint 
during the health board restructuring as 
Commercial Manager at Timaru 
Hospital.    He is still an active mentor 
with New Zealand Business Mentors.   
His wife, Margaret, works part-time with 
international students, so beyond his 
main duties as a house husband, he is 
learning association and golf croquet 
and playing interclub in both, and being 
Treasurer and Vice-Captain for St 
James Park Croquet club, and is the 
CCA Handicapper. 
 

Beginners Day 
Beginners Day will this year be held at 
Barrington Croquet Club commencing 
at 1.00p.m Sunday Dec 1. 
 
This is a great opportunity for this 
seasons new members, from your club, 
in both Disciplines (AC and GC), to 
meet with others throughout the 
Canterbury region. Basic croquet skills 
will be developed. 
 
Clubs are requested, if possible, to 
send a senior club member to help with 
the day. 
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