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Editorial 
Welcome to the first CCA newsletter for 2018. 
In December I went along to watch some of the 
U21 Golf Croquet competition and enjoyed 
watching some superb play from these 
youngsters. At the time of this newsletter the AC 
Open games are in progress in Christchurch. 
Having just come back from watching some of the 
ASB tennis, the thought struck me that it would be 
great to have tiered seating to watch some of our 
croquet games - to get a ‘birds-eye’ view so to 
speak and appreciate the positioning of the ball in 
play, which is not always easy to see from the 
side-lines. When in Australia last year, I heard 
about the great new croquet centre being 
established just outside Sydney that would have 
six full sized croquet lawns and tiered seating. 
Some food for thought as to feasibility and 
possibility here at CCA. 
More food for thought and discussion. In 
December I went along to Hornby to join in the 
“sevens croquet” tournament and had a really fun 
time. It certainly makes you think about different 
strategies  (and mental exercise is always 
beneficial ); it still involved skills and competition; 
but was also great fun. What about having an 
“Interclub Sevens Croquet Day” in our calendar or 
in winter? An entry fee of $7, 7 hoops, 14 (2x7) 
mins play, 7 teams etc. Perhaps some discussion 
at the next delegates meeting. As Mike Singletary 
quotes: “Do you know what my favorite part of the 
game is? The opportunity to play.” 
At our last Delegates meeting we had Edmund 
Fordyce give his perspective of getting young folk 
involved in croquet. What I took away from his 
talk is the idea that young folk prefer to start 
playing among their peer group, like competition 
among themselves, and as they get better, are 
then happy and able to join in with more senior 
players. The issue is getting the 4 or 5 players 

interested to get a youth 
squad started. Some 
ideas that came out of our last CCA Executive 
meeting are: (i) If your club has a spare set of 
hoops and balls - offer them to a local school and 
get them to mark out a lawn - it doesn’t have to 
be marvelous - but it is a way of taking croquet to 
the students rather than trying to get them to 
come to the club first (Alan’s idea). (ii) Contact 
local youth groups - church or otherwise and offer 
your facilities at a reduced rate - activities that get 
folk working together are always good and may 
have traction with youth workers. (Jono’s idea). I 
would acknowledge and compliment Jenny and 
Chris Clarke and Greg Bryant on their support of 
the young folk at the U21 tournament and their 
generous giving of their time as well as explaining 
some points of rule or strategies to watching 
spectators.   
In the latest newsletter from CNZ is a request to 
submit names as Publicity Officers for your club 
to CNZ. Please email names to Jake Inwood 
croquet@croquet.org.nz. And relating to Publicity 
and Communications, John Yarrall is doing a 
great job with the CCA website, and has set up a 
blog that if you subscribe to it, gives you an email 
of the latest posting on the website. See the 
message from John further on. 
Have a great 2018 everyone and continue to 
enjoy your croquet, even with the rain and hot 
weather extremes  
 

From your Website Manager 
Keep up to date with news from the Croquet 
Canterbury website 

Remember to check out the Croquet Canterbury 
website at croquetcanterbury.com to find out 
about competitions and other croquet activities in 
Canterbury. You can enter CCA tournaments 
using the form on the page for each tournament. 
In the right-hand column of each page, below the 
Latest News, there is a section headed Follow 
Blog via Email. If you enter your email address 
and click the Follow button, you will receive an 
email each time a new blog post is made. Blog 
posts may include results of competitions or 
significant changes to the website meaning that 
you don’t need to keep checking the website to 
see if anything has changed. 

mailto:croquet@croquet.org.nz
https://croquetcanterbury.com/
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If you change your mind, or change your email, 
there is a link at the bottom of every email where 
you can remove your email from the list. 
You can follow past blog posts by clicking on the 
News link at the top of each page. 
If you have any suggestions to improve the 
website, please contact John Yarrall on 
jyarrall@xtra.co.nz. 
John Yarrall 
 
Tournaments  
Report for CCA handicap singles AC  
6 players played in the weekend (28 to 29 OCT) 
as a full round robin. 3 * 3 hr games on the Sat 
and 2 * 3h games on the Sunday. The winner 
being Ian Campbell (won on net points) with Peter 
Couch being runner up. (all results are on croquet 
scores) Both had 4 wins and came down to the 
last game on Sunday to finally decide the winner.  

  
It was disappointing that there were not more 
variety of hcaps and local players with the highest 
hcap being Owen Evans on a 2.5 and the lowest 
hcap Peter Parkinson on -2.5.  2 players were 
outside of Canterbury. 

Venue was St 
James - where 
the lawns 
seemed to be a 
pretty consistent pace and good playing for this 
time of year. 
Jono Hart 
 
SI GOLF CROQUET SINGLES (10 -11 Nov) 
The conditions for the tournament were nearly 
ideal with little wind, high cloud and moderate 
temperatures on Saturday the tenth of November.  
A southerly change on Sunday caused more wind 
and less heat for a while.  The St Martins Club 
maintained their reputation on providing great 
tournament facilities.  The lawns were fast and 
true with some bare patches on the periphery 
which, although unsightly, had little effect on play.  
With seven entries ranging from a WCF index of 
2007 to a NZ handicap of three a seeded, 
double round-robin provided six games daily for 
each player, with seedings for the second day 
depending on the first day's results.   
The Saturday morning games all took a similar 
time so there was little delay.  Alan Winwood of 
Nelson was the surprise beating the top four 
seeds, however after lunch he lost his two 
games to those seeded below him.  With Alan 
being his only loss of the day Jason Hodgett 
(South Canterbury) retained his top seeding 
giving him the first bye and the extra forty 
minutes in bed.  Local Alan Belcher (Hornby) 
moved into second on day one, pipping Alan 
Winwood on net hoops. 

 
CNZ Councillor, Tom Devlin, congratulates 

Jason Hodgett 
The results and the length of games on Sunday 
were more variable.  Alan Winwood and Jonathan 
Hart (St James) both won four games to lead the 
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days play. Over the tournament the seven players 
each won between four and eight games out of a 
possible twelve.   Jason Hodgett and Alan 
Winwood both won eight games with Jason 
having a seven hoop advantage in net points to 
win the tournament. 
Tony O’Donnell 

 

The CCA GC Handicap Doubles Tournament was 
held at Fendalton Park CC in December in very 
hot conditions.  All teams played 7 games which 
made for a very interesting and successful 
competition.  

 
Winners were a grandmother and granddaughter 
combination from Waireki Ashburton: Caitlin 
Smith and Jackie Rollinson. Runnersup were 
Owen and Janet Evans. 
Vilna Gough-Jones 
 
Clubs’ News 
Akaroa Croquet Club 
The annual Akaroa/Cashmere (Akmere) croquet 
competition was held on a not too hot Sunday 21 
January afternoon in Akaroa. This was the 
4th time that the 2 clubs have competed. At the 
onset of the competition, Cashmere donated a 
rose bowl as the trophy. Both clubs have won the 

trophy twice. The 
club captains 
(Janet Scott for 
Cashmere and 
Dave MCMillan for Akaroa) drew up pairs from 

 
the 16 players from each club to play 3x30 
minute golf croquet doubles games. Cashmere 
came out as the victors winning 11 games to 7. 
Well done Cashmere. A BBQ dinner followed and 
the presentation of the trophy. A fun day was had 
by all. 
Philip and Maria Narbey  
 
Barrington Croquet Club 
Fred Whiteling, who was a valued member of our 
club, passed away late last year. Among the 
positions he held was treasurer for many years. 
He was also a competent AC croquet player. In 
remembrance of his passing the club members 
decided to mount his mallet on a wall in our 
clubrooms.  A plaque has been attached to the 
mallet. 
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Our Christmas Do was well attended with present 
& past members, plus partners. A great spread 
was enjoyed by all. 
 The most newsworthy event of the last few 
months from Barrington was an attempt to give 
players of the declining AC some greater variety 
in their playing experience. We decided to have a 
season of ‘open lawns’ on Wednesday afternoons 
for players of other clubs in southern 
Christchurch. We probably made a mistake in not 
using the word ‘fun’ when we sent out the 
invitations. Our initiative fell flat as you can see 
from the photo below of guests having fun on 
Barrington’s number 1 lawn at the inaugural 
event. 

  
Our club captain, Ian Campbell, continues to 
represent our club at many national events. He is 
presently playing in the NZ Open Championships. 
We wish him well in that and all future events he 
enters. 
Diane Martin 
Cashmere Croquet Club 
The club had a series of events ending 2017, as 
we celebrated the new lawn during our Fun 
Tournament on November 29, then held a special 
celebratory High Tea held for our most senior 
members on December 13, and finally our 
Christmas party and break-up for the holidays.  
The High Tea party was a great success 
thanks to a concerted effort from the 
organising team who brought along a 
yummy selection of tempting treats as 
well as retro china and beautiful flower 
posies for our guests. 
 
 

 
 
                            

 
  

Then our social activity culminated in the annual 
Christmas Dinner on December 16. 
 
Once again, super food and convivial company, 
but this was a Cashmere Croquet Christmas with 
a difference. The star of the show was junior 
member Myles Duggan, here playing magician to  

 
Viv Shortt, selected from the spellbound crowd to 
be the bemused victim of his sleight of hand. 
Beware when Myles’s magical tricks morph onto 
the croquet lawn with balls suddenly appearing on 
the opposite side of the hoop!   
But playing croquet is arguably the reason for the 
club’s existence, and this year the interclub 
season featured a stand-out performance by our 
Division 3 team. Captained by Janet Evans, the 
team included a steady as you go Tony Waters, 
the formidable duo of Merv and Nicky Sarson, 
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and when they were away, two very determined 
replacements, Gay Jones and Sylvia MacFarlane. 
They maintained a solid grip on the Div 3 
competition throughout the season, and though 
there were no doubt a few nervous moments, 
they came through with flying colours. As well as 
complimenting them on a superb outcome, we 
thank Beryl for mentoring them through their 
novice phase. 
 Our Champions 
                         

 
Tony, Janet, Sylvia and Gay celebrating in the 
Gardens Café after a hot, keenly contested 
final match  at United. 
 
The Division 1 team also performed very well to 
take third place in their competition, and Division 
2 members notched up some notable individual 
successes. Other excellent results included a 
second placing for Owen and Janet Evans in the 
GC Handicap Doubles contest, with Beryl and 
Tony coming third. According to Tony, Beryl was 
on fire that day – he says he may as well not 
have been there as she blitzed her way through 
the opposition. 
 
The team of younger members who have 
regularly joined our Saturday croquet games have 
given some of us quite a shake-up as they show 
not just an excellent appreciation of the game but 
also skills which reflect the fine introduction our 
club has provided for them.  
Cashmere’s inaugural fun Tournament 
November 29 2017 
Marcia addresses the crowd before opening the 
new lawn 

 
                                                                                               
                     

Patroness 
Alison 
McMillan 
opens the   
new lawn 
with its first 
official shot. 

 
 

 
Tournament 
controller Janet Scott 
with two chirpy 
helpers Tony Waters 
and Jack Jordan. 
The tournament was 
a tribute to Janet’s 
painstaking 
approach – it ran like 
clockwork 
throughout. Fabulous 
food, wonderful 
prizes and co-
operative weather 
made the day extra special. 
 
Marcia  Admore  (President, Cashmere 
Croquet Club). 
 
Edgeware Croquet Club 
The Edgeware Club lost two of its members just 
before Christmas but as there were no death 
notices in the paper other croquet members may 
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not be aware of this. Beryl Goodwin died after a 
long battle with cancer and her husband Bob 
Goodwin died from a stroke and an aneurism just 
after Beryl's funeral. Both will be missed. 
 
The Edgeware club has been trying to run some 
courses for umpires in January and has made 
some progress but has been hampered by the 
weather. Heavy rain on successive Fridays led to 
cancellations and when we did get going the hot 
weather has made playing difficult for many of our 
players. Some are in training or practicing for the 
Carole Hayward tournament by playing shortened 
games over 18 hoops starting on hoop five. There 
are also plans within the club to compete for the 
Captain's Trophy as handicap event using the 
handicap cards and played in two divisions with 
the winner of each division playing off for the 
trophy. The end of the season will show us how 
successful we have been. 
Ian Hamill 
 
Fendalton Park Croquet Club 
Our annual sponsored doubles tournament in 
November attracted a full field of 40 entries. 
Participants were very enthusiastic about the 
format for play, lawns and facilities and a lot of 
players will be back again in 2018. Winners were 
Jono Hart and Marguaritte Rogers  from St 
James. 

 
Our Division 2 Interclub team of Andi Maitland, 
Esme Burt. Betty Inglewood and Grace Leitch 
were winners of the Division 2 CCA Interclub for 
2017 completing the competition without a loss. 
FPCC is through to the final (against Rangiora) in 
the Knockout Competition. 

The McClurg 
Challenge 
Trophy was 
completed in 
November with the winners being Cheryl Morrall 
and Grace Leitch and runners up Glenys Hudson 
and Joan Bradford.    
Social Singles on Monday afternoon has 
continued to draw fields of 12 – 16 which is good 
as this gives those that want singles play on large 
lawns separate competition.  
Thursday Twilights started up in November and 
have proved popular with croquet and social 
interaction, though the weather was not always 
kind. Fund-raising BBQs in October and January 
were well supported by members.  
Chris Clarke kindly gave 2 hours coaching and 
skills to 25 players from FPCC and other clubs in 
November. 
Club trophies completed were Vilna Gough-Jones 
defeated Betty Inglewood in a 3 game final to win 
the Holland Trophy. Tom Devlin and Mike 
Woodlock were winners against Marion Bishop 
and Helen Wilson in the FPCC Handicap 
Doubles. 

Santa with his sack of goodies and needing some 
running repairs to his clothing arrived with his little 
helper to add a ‘highlight’ to our closing day 
function - a great day. 
 There are a number of FPCC competitions 
running in the next few months with members 
being encouraged to participate. Our lawns are 
currently being used (in conjunction with United) 
for the CNZ AC  NZ Open Championships from 
23 – 27 January. 
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A number of club members are travelling to the 
Sunshine Coast in April 2018 and will be playing 
against 6 host clubs. All in all, a happy and active 
club. 
Lorraine McClurg (Captain FPCC) 
 
Hornby  Croquet Club 
2017 finished with a very busy last month.  
We had 2 groups come and play Hornby 7's as 
part of their Christmas Event.  
Hornby 7's seems to be a good game for a larger 
group of people as the games are only 10 
minutes long, so rotation of people is much faster. 
These new people had a lot of fun playing 7's.  
On Thursday 21st December we ran a Hornby 7's 
Tournament for 16 players from other Canterbury 
Clubs.  
All  the players enjoyed learning a new game and 
enjoyed competing against each other. It was 
interesting to see who could learn the strategies 
of this game as compared to Golf Croquet.  
It was good to have 4 teenagers from Cashmere 
Club come along to our Tournament as well. They 
had played 7's at the Beginners Day and enjoyed 
it.  
Thank you to our club members who came on 
these 3 days to help teach others and to provide 
food and help for our own tournament.  
Before Christmas our club members and their 
partners went out to a restaurant for  dinner. It 
was a very enjoyable evening with most of our 
members coming.  
 
Hornby Croquet Club Members and their partners 
at our Dinner before Christmas.  

 
 
2018 has begun with very hot weather and then 
rain. Of course the rain is good for our lawns.  

We have had up 
to 22 people 
coming to play 
on our club 
days.  
We are finding a Hornby representative for the 
Don Reyland Stars Competition.  
The Canterbury Competition is being held on 
Sunday 4th February at Hornby. It would be good 
to have a big representation of clubs in this 
Canterbury competition.  
The CNZ Competition is also in Christchurch, no 
travelling this year.  
We are entering at least 2 pairs into the Atkins 
Competition so we are practicing our skills in 
using our extra turns in handicap games. Hornby 
have won this competition the last 2 years. There 
is a new format this year so it will be interesting to 
see how our teams get on.  
There are many competitions and fun days to 
attend in the next few months for those of us who 
wish to.  
Some of our players like to just come and enjoy 
the company of others and play Golf Croquet.  
Happy Croquet playing and fun 
Annette Wilson 
 
Rangiora Croquet Club 

 
 
We have smart new club shirts as modelled by 
Neville Turner. Neville earned a Bronze Medal 
Award by making a break of 10 in an inter club 
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match. Congrats Neville. Peter Parkinson won the 
AC Open Singles and Doubles Champs at 
St.James and is playing in the Nationals at 
United. 
We are playing Club competitions and are 
enjoying twilight Thursday's. We're all set up for 
indoor play in the winter and look forward to any 
competition between clubs. 
Our fun day is on Wednesday 7th March. This 
year it is both AC &GC.  
Entries to Carol 027 825 6374. 
We had a great day at Edgeware recently and will 
have a return visit to Rangiora soon. 
Happy croquet from Rangiora  
Carol Kidd 
 
St Martins Croquet Club 
Our club Doubles Handicap GC competition was 
held last weekend with 3 one hour games played 
Saturday morning and 6 on Sunday. 
This system of nominating one weekend has 
worked really well for us over the last few years 
as we found that it was so difficult to arrange 4 
players for games out of our club sessions’ hours.   
We had 20 players and a blind draw was done to 
match a lower handicap player and a less 
experienced partner and with a referee in 
attendance to watch all faultable shots, it was a 
great learning curve for all. The overall winners 
were Merv Lilley and Tineke Fernhaut.  It was a 
most enjoyable weekend with fabulous food, 
close competition, great organising...................... 
just a shame it was so miserably cold and wet the 
first day and so blistering hot on Sunday. 
We are instigating the use of Handicap cards at 
all our 1pm Saturday GC games.  It is felt that all 
players will benefit from the exercise to facilitate 
their automatic adjustments as well as the 
exercise of partnering a more experienced player 
and generally introducing the element of 
competition to all. 
Lastly, our BEV STECHMAN GC DOUBLES  
TOURNAMENT  is on  4th MARCH .         
Club Captains have been sent the posters and as 
it is limited to 16 pairs it would pay to be prompt 
with entries. Any questions could be made to Kay 
Blair on    hknjblair.gmail.com   
Kay Blair 
 
 
 

United 
Croquet Club 
 It has been a 
busy start to the season at United with many 
members playing in interclub competitions and 
good attendances at most club days on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays. 
Rules revision sessions were conducted by Tony 
O’Donnell for GC and Ian Campbell for AC.  
Chris Clark held coaching for both AC and GC on 
the first Wednesday of the month. These proved 
to be very popular covering a wide range of 
topics. 
On the social side we have introduced afternoon 
tea once a month with members taking turns to 
cater. Happy hour after play has also proved to 
be popular. 
On Sunday 3 December we had a combined 
social event with the Petanque club who have 
moved in next door where the bowls club used to 
be. Croquet players tried their hand at petanque 
while petanque players tried croquet.  The play 
was followed by a pizza lunch. This 
 event was such a success that a repeat has 
already been penciled in to this year’s calendar. 
Before Christmas a pot luck dinner was held at 
the home of president Sally Jeffcott. 
The under 21 tournament  16th – 19th December 
was very successful. (See photographs below.) 

Felix runs hoops 3 and 4 in one stroke during 
semi finals 
At the time of writing the NZ Open is being played 
in perfect conditions. 
We have had a number of corporate events and 
more to come in the new year. 
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The Maude Trainor and some Carole Hayward 
games are being played at United so we hope 
that many of you will be visiting us then. 
 
We have a number of relatively new members 
who are very willing helpers in the club house,  
grounds and catering. It means the work load can 
be shared and is very much appreciated.  
 
                              Mike McLoughlin lawn marking 
Edmund Fordyce  

 
 

 
 Doubles winners Felix Webber and Alex Bennet 
accepting the winner’s trophy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sally Jeffcott 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practice Day for the U21 GC 

 
 
Matters and Dates to Note 
1. The next delegates meeting is on Thursday 22 
March at 7.00pm at Elmwood (venue TBC) 
 
2.  CCA website is croquetcanterbury.com 
 
3. Please send any material for the next 
newsletter to Vilna at vgoughjones@gmail.com by 
21 April 2018 for publishing in April.  
Newsletters are published end August end October end 
January then March/April 
 

4. The CCA calendar for next three months is 
given below. 
Note the fun days for various clubs. Please 
support each other  
 
 

 
 

mailto:vgoughjones@gmail.com
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Presidential Last Word 
 

Formidable  (Franco or Anglo Pronounciation)  
What we have in Canterbury Croquet is amazing. 
Before Christmas, at United C C, we witnessed 
the best the country has to offer in youth croquet, 
such a vibrant space for girls and boys with talent, 
determination and collegiality; a fantastic bunch of 
kids who will set the croquet world alight in the 
years ahead. Then, last week we saw some of 
the best the world has to offer in Association 
Croquet with the N Z Open being held at United. 
The young guns were the ones to beat and it was 
incredible to see a 19 year old from Australia (Ed 
Wilson) take the title. His opponent was Stephen 
Mulliner from the U K, a player of more than 40 
years’ experience. A Dunedinite (Chris Skilling) 
teamed up with a Scot (Sam Murray), and how 
serendipitous is that, to take the Doubles Title. 
 
In Hawkes Bay earlier this year 7 of the 8 quarter 
finalists in the National GC open were under 30, 
and the winner, Felix Webby also happens to be 
the World Under 21 Champion. In Canterbury, we 
have untapped potential in the secondary schools 
for young players to get serious with our game.  
This just cannot happen on its own: clubs must 

make the first 
moves to get a 
foothold in their 
local school (see 
editorial) to offer croquet as a competitive sport 
which can be played against other schools, and 
later in the year to participate in the National 
Secondary School Championships.  This year, 
let’s get this happening. Clubs: please discuss 
your plans with the CCA and we will give you as 
much help as we are able to get this underway 
and then complete the season with a Regional 
Secondary Schools tournament. 
That’s all from me, 
Owen Evans - CCA President   
 
Addition to Jono’s Report 
Eight players competed in the CCA AC Open 
Tournament, also held at the St James Club.  The 
hoops were a challenge to everyone but Peter 
Parkinson, from Rangiora prevailed, winning 5 
from 6 matches, Marguaritte Rogers runner up 
with 4 from 6. All players teamed up to make a 
Doubles Tournament possible with the two 
Peters, Couch and Parkinson, hanging in for a 
championship win, Ian Campbell and John 
Hearnshaw hanging in for second. It is great to 
have the two Peters and John Hearnshaw 
returning to competitive croquet in Christchurch in 
the senior grade. The most recent tournament for 
local AC players were the grades, moved to 
United from Barrington Park following a heavy 
period of rain.  Only two sections, 0 -4 won by 
John Yarrall and the 9 – 14 with a comeback win 
for Lyn Dawson, both results relying on a victory 
in the last round.   
 
Competition ahead for AC players is the Carol 
Hayward, for 26 hopefuls at United and Elmwood 
starting 30 January, the CCA play off for the 
Arthur Ross H’cap tournament for which every 
club should be fielding a representative on 
Saturday 3 February at Elmwood, the Silver 
Badges on 17 February at Cashmere and the 
Agnes Dick Doubles H’Cap tournament at 
Elmwood on 13 & 14 March.  We look forward to 
many AC players in the Canterbury Association 
engaging in a lot of tournament play over the next 
two months.   
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AC Open Photos 
Pam Hurst writes: 
Here are some photos of winners of NZ Open. 
Annie Henry, President of Croquet NZ 
presenting. 
1st photo, winner Edward Wilson (Australia) 

 
 
2nd  Stephen Mulliner UK runner up 

 
 
3rd photo winners of NZ Open Doubles Chris 
Shilling (Dunedin) and Sam Murray (Australia) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4th photo doubles runners up  Stephen Mulliner 
and Edward Wilson. 

  
There were other winners in Bronze medal and 
the Plate competitions. All the 38 singles players 
are now going to Wellington to play in the World 
AC Open Singles Competition from 3rd to 11th 
Feb. 
Cheers, 
Pam 

 


