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Editorial 
Well, here we are with the last CCA newsletter for 
the 2018/2019 season. A number of clubs have 
closed and some are currently carrying out some 
essential lawn repairs. Others are remaining open 
for the winter and others have closed till re-
opening again for the 2019/2020 season. 
A number of CCA events and initiatives were 
undertaken this past season, namely a Turf 
Seminar and a Database workshop. There have 
also been a number of CCA tournaments and 
competitions for both GC and AC and across all 
age groups. Clubs have promoted social 
interaction with their club days and various Fun 
days. 
Exciting things are happening with new lawns 
being created at Rangiora and an upsurge of 
interest in croquet by school-age youngsters. See 
the articles in this newsletter. 
Croquet in Canterbury continues to be active, 
vibrant and fun. We look forward to the National 
Schools Tournament in early September to kick 
off the 2019/2020 season. 
I loved the underlying humor in this cushion 
spotted at a club on a recent fun day 

  

 
 From your 
Website Manager 
Keep up to date with news from the Croquet 
Canterbury website 
Remember to check out the Croquet Canterbury 
website at croquetcanterbury.com to find out 
about competitions and other croquet activities in 
Canterbury. You can enter CCA tournaments 
using the form on the page for each tournament. 
In the right-hand column of each page, below the 
Latest News, there is a section headed Follow 
Blog via Email. If you enter your email address 
and click the Follow button, you will receive an 
email each time a new blog post is made. Blog 
posts may include results of competitions or 
significant changes to the website meaning that 
you don’t need to keep checking the website to 

see if anything has changed. 
If you change your mind, or change your email, 
there is a link at the bottom of every email where 
you can remove your email from the list. 
You can follow past blog posts by clicking on the 
News link at the top of each page. 
If you have any suggestions to improve the 
website, please contact John Yarrall on 
jyarrall@xtra.co.nz. 
John Yarrall 

Secondary Schools Tournament 
Results 
11 teams competed enthusiastically at Barrington 
for the 4 places we have in the national finals 
being held here in September. Although skill and 
experience varied there was no lack of 

https://croquetcanterbury.com/


Canterbury (NZ) Croquet Association Inc 
NEWSLETTER  MARCH  2019 

Page 2 of 9 
 

enthusiasm and everybody’s game responded to 
the challenges. Of those registered and eligible to 
qualify, the following teams have been nominated 
to represent Canterbury: 
  

1.       Myles Duggan & Levi 
Franks        Cashmere High School 
2.       Josh Winter & James 
Duggan      Cashmere High School 
3.       Yani Rutherford & Molly 
Campbell           St Margaret’s College 

4.       Hazel Skjellerup & Dylan 
Hunter                Rudolf Steiner School 

  
The Cashmere students are members of the 
Cashmere Croquet Club and have been coached 
by Gay Jones. They have been successfully 
competing in local tournaments where their skills 
and enthusiasm have been outstanding. The St 
Margaret’s and Rudolf Steiner students are new 
to croquet this year but played well and it was 
great to see them develop confidence and learn 
from others. 
 This is the first year we have been formally 
involved with School Sports Canterbury. This has 
enabled the CCA to make use of their ready 
access to schools rather than have individual 
clubs struggling to be heard amongst the 80 or so 
other sports played in schools. As a result we 
have two more schools taking part in the Term 1 
programme and, with national finals being held 
here in September, look forward to more joining 
next season. But we have to up our end of the 
programme. Clubs need to decide if they really 
want to have young players; if so, they need to 
have people keen to coach on Wednesday 
afternoons. Club membership is encouraged so 
youth rates should be determined. 
 I’ll be happy to answer any questions or help a 
club with a youth programme. 
 Lyn Dawson 
Schools Liaison Officer 
Sub-Committee reports 
Administration Action Group 
In February CCA hosted a very successful Turf 
Seminar run by NZSTI. There were members 
from 14 clubs and it was most informative day 
with some useful networking taking place. Thanks 
to Errol Croy for this initiative. In March John 
Yarrall ran an excellent workshop on the use of 
the CNZ database. Clubs are required to ensure 

that their 
membership 
details are 
correct by the 
end of March, and outstanding levies will need to 
be paid by 25 April. 

 
Errol Croy (Holmes Park) and Chris Gribben from NZSTI 

 
Attendees at Holmes Park at Turf Seminar 

Players Action Group 
See article from Lyn McKinnon at Cashmere. 
Tournament Action Group 
Quite a bit has happened from the tournament 
convenors point of view. Most of the results / 
news is actually on the CCA website so if you are 
interested in the information check out the 
website.  I will include a summary in my report for 
the AGM.   
The Atkins finals have been postponed at this 
stage to 6 April due to the happenings around 
Christchurch at the time they were to be played.   
My tournament committee and I will also be 
conducting a review of the season sometime after 
the end of the season, so please give me some 
feedback as to what worked, what didn’t, any 
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ideas for next year.  Please email me 
jono.h75@gmail.com 
The SI teams will be played at  Ashburtons 
Allention croquet club on weekend of 6/7 April.  
This year it is ACs turn with the unusual format of 
doubles (due to lawn capacity); again check 
website for the results and team members. 

 
Photo is me and my wife (Angela) at Eli’s dedication at start of 
March. He is now 7 months old and growing fast  

Jonathan Hart 

Communications Action Group 
For CNZ database: Clubs will need to ensure that 
email addresses on CNZ database are correct - 
especially after the Internet providers hassle last 
season  Also, ensure that club returns are 
completed by 2 April. 
For CCA: Once clubs have had their AGM and 
new committee elected, please send the updated 
details to Vilna so that the club contact list can be 
updated as well as having correct information in 
the yearbook. 
 
Clubs’ News 
Barrington Croquet Club 

We have finished our Golf Croquet Club 
Competitions now and Ann Miller won those…a 
great achievement. 
AC Competitions are still being played. 
Our Closing Day is 30th March,with a BBQ tea to 
finish, and then Indoor Croquet starts on Monday 
1st April; a challenge to play on a smaller area. 
Three Members went to the Holmes Park Fun 
Day, and had a wonderful time. The weather was 
great, and caught up with associates from other 
clubs. Holmes Park put on an entertaining day, 
and lovely morning and afternoon teas, thank 
you. 
Carol Hayward is rolling along, and is well 
represented in numbers. 

St James 
Croquet Club 
has invited our 
GC to a fun 
afternoon on 31st March, weather permitting! Our 
first date was rained off so hope the sun will be 
shining for us this time. 
Thankyou    
Ann Miller 

Edgeware Croquet Club 

The club enjoyed a very successful Fun Day on 
20th February 2019 and it was good to see the 
members from other clubs. 
St Albans Park has been largely unused this 
summer as the park has been under repair for 
drainage and a new changing block. The park is 
due to open on 31st March and we are likely to 
see soccer as our neighbours during the winter 
and then to be fielding cricket balls next summer. 
The Northern Corridor road extension is making 
progress and will affect us over the next three 
years with roading changes. The effect for us is 
likely to be more restricted parking but there are 
even more significant changes for those in the St 
Albans area.  
We plan to have closing day on 6th April 2019 to 
celebrate Isobel Porter’s 90th birthday but we will 
continue to play beyond that date. 
Ian Hamill 

Fendalton Park Croquet Club 

On Waitangi Day the Club hosted the CCA 
Grades Tournament which attracted a large 
number of participants.   This meant a second 
venue was required and Cashmere agreed to 
host the competition for one of the grades.  

 
Kathy with Premier grade winner: Jason Hodgett from Aorangi 

A great day was enjoyed by all with lovely 
weather, excellent lawns and delicious catering. 
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Kathy Reece representing the sponsors BUPA 
Care Services came in the afternoon to present 
the prizes.  
 

 
President Owen Evans with Senior winner Josh Winter from 
Cashmere 

Our SBS Sponsored Twilight Event was held 14 
February with 40 players including Brendon 
McKenna, SBS Riccarton Branch Manager.  It 
was a beautiful evening, fun croquet and 
continuous BBQ food.    
It has been a very busy few months since re-
opening after Christmas break with Championship 
matches,  Atkins Trophy games on Saturday 
mornings, Club days on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Saturdays, social twilight play on Thursdays 
and CCA Don Reyland and GC Silver badge. A 
number of club members have had handicap 
reductions with all the competitions being offered. 
FPCC had 5 teams in the Saturday morning 
Atkins Trophy competition and we wish two of our 
teams all the best in the Atkins plate finals. 
The club has also had to deal with ongoing sewer 
problems as a result of tree roots damaging 
pipes, but repairs are under way.  
Committee members have done sterling work in 
their various roles during the season to ensure 
the smooth running of the club. Special mention 
must be made of the grounds committee who 
have spent many hours preparing lawns for the 
two tournaments along with additional ongoing 
maintenance problems relating to irrigation.   
Much of their work has been undertaken in very 
hot weather.  Our lawns have held up very well 
and Fendalton closed on Saturday 16 March to 

allow for lawn 
renovation to 
take place. We 
now hope for 
favourable growing conditions. 

 
Lawns reseeded and under germination mats 

Vilna Gough-Jones 

Holmes Park Croquet Club 

We enjoyed a very successful Fun Day on the 
20th March with a great turnout and good games 
being played.  Players were rewarded for good 
shots so beady eyes were on the lookout.  Our 
Club Captain Tim Slack stole the show by 
dressing up in a black suit and tie with top hat and 
a walking stick. Unfortunately, our photos haven’t 
turned out. 
We have enjoyed great lawns all season, but they 
are having a makeover on closing day.  Sadly we 
won’t be holding winter croquet.   We did host the 
morning session of the Turf Management seminar 
which was very popular and a great success. 
We congratulate Hugh Catto, our Treasurer, on 
winning the GC Intermediate Silver Badge, and 
Leo van Oosten, our President, who won the AC 
4 – 9 section Silver Badge. Well done to you both 
and to all our members for contributing to such a 
good season. 
Janet Slack 

 

Hornby  Croquet Club 

The Hornby Croquet Club had 3 teams entered in 
the Atkins Competition and all 3 of our teams 
continued into the Atkins Trophy rounds. Alan and 
Jude Belcher won their group and are going to 
play in the Final Playoff for the Atkins Trophy. Our 
other 2 teams competed very well but did not 
make it to the top 2 in their group.  
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Alan Belcher represented Hornby in the Silver 
Badge Competition. He played in the -6 to 2 
grade. He played very competitively but was 
beaten by Jonathan in his last game.  
Marilyn Purvis also represented Hornby in the 
Silver badge Competition. She played in the 9 to 
16 grade. She was not very well but she 
competed as well as she was able on the day.  
Hornby Croquet Club Members have taken part in 
many Fun Days during the season.  
Most Hornby players received prizes at Akaroa. 
Rosemary won her section and received a basket 
of goodies. Others of us made long hoops thus 
receiving prizes.   
Both Alan and Jude Belcher won prizes at 
Kaiapoi. Jude won the Fun Day overall.  
Karin also won the Rangiora Fun Day.  Both Jude 
and Karin received very large baskets of 
goodies.  
Alan Belcher won the Holmes Park Fun Day as 
well as some raffle prizes.  
Thank you to all the clubs for their hospitality and 
organisation of the games at their Fun Days.  
Our Club Championship Games were played for 
Junior, Intermediate and Premier Grades during 
March. The winners will have their names 
engraved on our honours board in the club 
rooms.  
Some of our club members hope to enter the 
Maud Trainor Competition at United   in May.  
Our lawns have been scarified and it seems to 
have made our lawns run faster.  
They are not as fast as many lawns that we have 
played on during the season at other clubs but it 
is a good start.  
We hope to do some more work on our lawns and 
also play croquet during the off season.  
All the best for the rest of the season. Happy 
playing croquet in the off season.  
Annette Wilson 

Kaiapoi Croquet Club 

 
Welcome to the autumnal 
weather of late where we 
are finally getting some 
much-needed rain.  This 
hasn’t stopped play 
though in Kaiapoi where 
the Funday held on 
February 7th, 2019 

proved to be a wonderful fun filled occasion.  The 
theme was all things Australian and didn’t our 
lawns look amazing with crocodiles appearing, 
dotted about the place here and there to catch 

exhibitors by 
surprise.   Why, 
even one 
dressed up as a 
crocodile hoop where players could aim to get 
their ball inside the crocodile’s mouth.   This 
caused shrieks of laughter from determined 
players trying to get their ball successfully inside 
the villain crocodile’s jaws.   

 Players enjoyed patting our club mascot Roux but keeping a 
watchful eye on that crocodile. 

 Much fun was had by the host club all wearing 
their cork hats kindly loaned to us by the Waipara 
Lions Club.   The hats had been newly ‘corked’ by 
Jan Chisnall and were very professional.  We all 
looked the part indeed.  The smorgasbord 
morning tea, lunch and afternoon teas were 
enthusiastically welcomed by all attending the 
games and were quite delicious and well 
presented.  I am pleased to report that there was 
not a Bunyip saveloy or possum savoury in sight.  

 
A lurking crocodile masquerading as a croquet hoop is spotted. 

Raffle prizes kindly donated to the club by North 
Canterbury businesses were well received.   
There were also a few players seen leaving the 
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grounds at the end of the day with a newly 
acquired crocodile pal under their arm.   
Many thanks must go to all the Kaiapoi Croquet 
club members who contributed in all sorts of ways 
towards making our Australian Funday a huge 
success.  From the catering, to the washer ups 
and to the organising – thank you! 
News 

We wish Norma a speedy recovery from surgery 
and it was great to have her back to croquet last 
Saturday. 
Club Members have been enjoying various Fun 
Days at Christchurch Clubs over the last few 
months and we had a team in the Atkins cup. 
Jan Chisnall 

Rangiora Croquet Club 

We held our Funday in blistering heat on 
Wednesday 13th. March. This event was 
sponsored by Ryman’s and the photo shows 
Chris Ashton from the Village presenting first 
prize in the AC section to Edgeware’s Marie 
Huggins. 
The GC section was won by Karen Teamler from 
Hornby. 
It’s hard to believe that the playing season is 
almost over but all good things must come to an 
end and ours will finish on Saturday 13th. April. 
But wait. There’s always indoor Croquet. 
Love from Rangiora 
 Carol Kidd 

Mary Sparrow from Rangiora writes on 2 March: 
When I arrived at croquet this afternoon I was 
amazed at the progress that has been made with 
Stage 1, and I thought you could be 
interested.  All the earth works are done, and on 
Monday we will have a working bee to put some 
light soil over the irrigation pipes which have 

already been laid 
to protect 
them.  The plan 
is that the area 
will now be left until 

 
September/October to settle, as we have had to 
build the area up at the eastern end to get the 
base, which is 150mm below the ultimate surface 
level.  

 
Stage 2 will see us putting in boxing around the 
lawn area and carting in screened top soil to bring 
the level up to match the existing green.  The 
levelling of the area at this stage will take quite a 
lot of members’ time.   The area will then be left 
again to settle over the summer, and Stage 3 the 
hydro seeding will be done at about this time next 
year. 
The photo’s attached show progress to date. 
 
Cashmere Young Men 

CASHMERE BOYS EXCEL AGAIN… and 
again… and again 
Anyone who doubts that practice makes perfect 
should ask Cashmere Croquet how their high-
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performing teenagers made such remarkable 
progress in just one season. 
Lisa Winter, mother of 15 year old Josh, never 
realised what the consequences could be when 
she suggested he “Have a Go” at croquet. 
A letter drop run in the Cashmere and 
Westmorland areas over the school holidays 
reminded Lisa that Josh’s great grandmother had 
once played croquet at St James. 
“So because it was the holidays, and because 
Josh is keen on sport and likes strategic games, I 
thought it might suit him very well.” 
That’s quite an understatement. 

 
Josh Winter now will have his name on the Cashmere Honours 
Board as winner of the Intermediate Grade Championship  

In just one season, Josh has moved from a 12 
handicap to being only four index points away 
from a 1 handicap. In the process he has blitzed 
his way through national junior tournaments, 
provincial graded competitions and his own club 
championships to notch up over 1000 index 
points. 
In his wake, but very, very close behind, are his 
Cashmere High School friends, twins James and 
Myles Duggan, and Levi Franks. As they put in 
thousands of hours of practice down at the lawns, 
they developed a very healthy rivalry. 
Josh was the first out of the ranks, but when 
Myles came to his house for a sleepover and 
there was croquet the next morning, he thought 
he would tag along. Then along came his brother 
James, and Levi. They all decided they liked it, 
and the dedication they have shown as they 
scythed their way through the grades has been 
extraordinary. 

Josh says that 
as they practise 
in their squad of 
nine boys, 
complemented by Flynn Moses-Jones, Carter 
Genet, Hamish O’Connor, Joe McLister and Felix 
Tasic-Eaton, they all enjoy competing for 
“bragging rights.” 

 
CCA President Owen Evans partnered Claire Rosevear in some of 
the  predictably stupid competitions on St Patrick’s Day,  and 
everyone had a traditionally Irish good time  

The boys have been coached since October   
2017 by Cashmere’s Junior Club Captain Gay 
Jones, who organised the letter box drop as part 
of a membership drive to add juniors to the club 
lists. They had their first taste of competitive play 
in January 2018, and by the end of that season 
Cashmere juniors had already made their 
presence felt in the St Martins Handicap 
Tournament and the CCA Atkins Trophy. 
There was no rest over the winter as they spent 
more hours training. When their second season 
began in September 2018, they represented 
Canterbury at the National Secondary Schools 
tournament, resulting in five being named in the 
New Zealand Junior Development Squad. (Josh, 
Myles, James, Levi and Flynn). But it was really 
at the New Zealand Under 21s they learned the 
style of game they play today. 
At home, their amazing croquet skills leave other 
Cashmere members in awe (and in some 
trepidation that clubhouse windows may be 
broken by clearing shots that travel the length of 
the lawns, and then some.) 
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Chris Clarke has visited the club to encourage 
them, and they’ve picked up all the tips they can 
from You Tube. You can also see them practising 
their own trick shots on Instagram (just enter 
Youth Croquet.) 
A thank you card to their mentor Gay Jones, 
presented at the club’s prize-giving day, says 
“Thank You For Letting Us Beat You.”  As Gay 
says, for the older members it’s now a matter of 
chasing age restricted tournaments, because 
“Those boys sure as hell aren’t going to let us win 
any more.” 

  
Dawn Caunter, Cashmere’s Patroness, presented Rachael McLeod 
with the trophy for the club’s 2019 Senior Championship. With 
them at right is Janet Scott, Club Captain. 

For Josh, winning the South Canterbury 6-9 
Grade Championships trophy in Timaru  
on January 21 was one of the big highlights. 
Another was winning the Canterbury Silver Badge 
competition, when having won three out of four of 
his matches, losing 2-7 to Marguerite ………..   of 
St James, he had to watch her playing out a 
match which would have put her ahead.  
“If she’d won, that would have put her ahead on 
points, because I’d lost to her by such a large 
margin.” 
He’s had a number of tight results that depended 
on countbacks, many with James, Myles and 
Levi. But all Cashmere players have learned to 
respect him for his cool head and excellent eye. 
Thinking you’re well set up for the next hoop 
means nothing if you are playing Josh. 

But what’s really 
remarkable 
about these 
young men is 
that they have integrated so easily into the club. 
During the week, it’s school of course, but in 
Twilight and Saturday competitions it’s been an 
absolute pleasure to play with them socially. 
Maybe the only negative we can think of is that 
they consume an inordinate number of biscuits at 
afternoon tea. 
The club has become something of an extended 
family, Lisa Winter says. She and her husband 
Mark Winter have also joined up, and have been 
playing in the CCA Twilight competition. 

 
Mark and Lisa Winter reached the Final of the CCA Interclub 
Twilight Levels, held at Cashmere. They were beaten 3/2 by Claire 
Horncastle and Alison Grimshaw, United 
However it’s unlikely that they will ever get past 
their son. Look at his record of wins: September: 
United Spring Singles. October: CCA Handicap 
Singles. November:  CCA Handicap Doubles, 
with James. January: South Canterbury 
Intermediate Grade Singles. February: Waitangi 
Senior Grade Singles, Don Reylands Regional 
Singles, St Martins Doubles, with Levi, Silver 
Badge 3-5 Grade Singles. And at the time of 
writing, Josh and Flynn have yet to play the final 
of the 2019 Atkins Trophy. 
Back home at Cashmere, Josh’s list of titles goes 
on: Intermediate Grade Singles, Handicap 
Singles, Handicap Doubles, (with Myles), and 
Interclub Twilight Handicap Competition, with 
(Grant Archer).  
But as any successful sportsperson knows, 
phenomenal results never come easily. The hours 
and hours spent on practising have paid off for a 
group of young men who are greatly respected for 
their commitment, their courage, and their 
courtesy to others. 
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Josh Winter and Grant Archer, with Gay Jones and Myles Duggan, 
played off at Cashmere in the CCA Interclub Twilight Competition 
Final. (Won by Josh and Grant) 
The Cashmere boys have now set their sights on 
some big tournaments coming up, including the 
New Zealand Secondary Schools championships 
to be held in Christchurch on September 7-8 this 
year, and the New Zealand Under 21s to be 
played in Christchurch in October. Good luck 
boys! And it’s a great chance for us to see them 
in action, and raise a cheer or two. 
Lyn McKinnon 

Editor note: 

At the time of writing, Josh is taking part in the 
CNZ Don Reyland Stars tournament in 
Morrinsville and will play his first game tomorrow, 
30 March. We wish him all the best! 

Matters and Dates to Note 
1. Next Delegates meeting will be 30 March at 
Fendalton 
2. CCA GC Atkins Finals will be played on 6 April 
3. CCA website is croquetcanterbury.com 

4. Please send 
any material for 
the next 
newsletter to 
Vilna at vgoughjones@gmail.com by 25 August 
2019 for publishing end August.  
Newsletters are published end August end October end 
January then March/April 

5. The next Executive meeting is at 3.15pm on 
Monday 1 April at Fendalton Park Croquet Club. 
These are open meetings, unless matters need to 
go into committee, and members are welcome to 
attend as observers. 
6. Closing day for CCA is Sunday 14 April at 
Elmwood 
7. The CCA AGM is Saturday June 22 at 
Fendalton at 9.30am 
8. The CCA calendar is given below. 
 
 

  
 
 

 CCA sponsors  

mailto:vgoughjones@gmail.com

