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Editorial 

As clubs at this time of year focus on recruiting new members I think back to how I 
came to the game. I had once seen people playing in Redcliffs and a man explained 
the game to me from the side-line; it didn’t make much sense, but it looked easy to 
hit those balls.  Fast forward three or four years, I was working in the Rangiora 
library and there was a poster for the Rangiora Croquet Club’s opening Day. 

 

I confess to thinking would I be launched into a circle of cucumber sandwich eating 
gentility. Nothing quite matches the afternoon tea of an opening day and I was made 
so welcome I thought I had better come back. Those were the days of AC with its 
double dilemma of learning the tactics as well as a wide variety of shots. Unless you 
hit another ball that was the end of your turn. No roquet no croquet! 

 

While it is a competitive sport, croquet   is highly social. Those who come along get 
quickly hooked by the game but invariably people return because of the people they 
have met. 

  

As for the cucumber sandwiches? Historically this is not about nutrition but an 
association with power and luxury and deliberately intended to celebrate the 
sedentary lifestyle of the Victorian upper classes; ultra-thin white bread and a 
vegetable filling that is 96 % water. No need for the energy of a thick meat-filled 
“doorstop” if you are playing croquet or going to the theatre. 

 

 

I’ve yet to strike a cucumber sandwich at croquet but here is a traditional recipe: 



 

 
CUCUMBER SANDWICHES 

 

white bread 
a cucumber 

butter 
a pinch of salt 

 

Peel the cucumber, slice it paper-thin and season with a bit of salt. Let it lose its water for 10-15 

minutes. To take, or not to take away the seeds, that you’ll have to answer yourself! 

 

Cut slices of white loaf bread, approx. 1 cm thick. Set aside the crust. 

Spread a thin layer of butter across the whole surface of the bread to prevent the water from the 

cucumber from soaking the bread. Place a thin layer of cucumber slices across the bread and place 

the second slice of bread on top. 

 

Then cut the sandwiches. In what shape? Square, triangle and rectangle… another debate takes place 

here. But the essential point is to make them as neat as possible 

 

 

They are now ready to be served with tea! 

 

 

************************************************************************************************ 

Words from the President 

 

I attended the AGM of the New Zealand Croquet Council in Wellington earlier this month, 
representing our association. We are the largest association in the organisation and have 12 
votes from approximately 130 that can be cast during ballots. However, there was little 
contentious business and the meeting proceeded smoothly with an absence of adversarial 
debate. 

The meeting was conducted over one day, without workshops and no Awards Dinner so 
became a rubber-stamping exercise on most of the resolutions.  The major focus was to 
adopt a new constitution for the benefit of all regional croquet associations that are members 
of CNZ.  This revision, conducted over the last two years, was led by Grant Poulton, a 
lawyer from the Wairarapa and an Exec member, the wisdom of several national executive 
members, and a consultation period over recent months.  

The new structure of CNZ is designed to give more separation of management (the role of 
the CEO) and governance (the role of the Board).  There is no president or vice presidents, 
replaced with a chairman appointed by the 7 members of the Board. I note that Rugby N Z 
has a similar format.  Four of the Board are elected officials and three are appointed by an 
advisory panel, which is comprised of the chairman/woman, one of the Board and one 



elected by associations.  The purpose of this structure is to draw expertise onto the Board 
which is less likely to be found within the ranks of croquet players, notwithstanding they 
could very likely be already involved with the sport.   

Kathie Grant, (Auckland and Gold Coast) is the President of CNZ until the end of her term 
next year when the Board will first be assembled. She was unable to attend the AGM as she 
was reluctant to accept M I Q on her return from Australia.  Annie Henry, immediate past 
president, retires from the Executive and sadly was unable to attend the meeting as her 
husband Mike is terminally ill. Tony O’Donnell of United C C is the South Island 
representative on CNZ, and this position is marked for the future with the new structure, as is 
a North Island representative. 

The highlight of the meeting was to be present for the awards in which Canterbury stood out 
for multiple achievements.  It was an honour to accept the Club Participation Award for 
Cashmere Croquet Club, and a grant of $1,500 towards equipment. This success may be 
attributed to the junior players in the club fronting up for A C and G C events that are held 
under the auspices of Croquet N Z. Achievements in coaching and refereeing are also part 
of the criteria for the award. 

It is also noteworthy that a Cashmere junior player, Levi Franks, was awarded the Most 
Improved G C Player nationwide, an award that was taken by Josh Winter (also Cashmere) 
last season. His parents were both there to bask in Levi’s glory. 

Last but not least was the induction of Chris Clarke into the Croquet NZ Hall of Fame, joining 
Jenny from 2019. His achievements are widespread and of the highest order, so it is not 
before time this croquet legend is recognized. 

Two months to go before the end of the year, one we all want to put behind us, and there is 
a lot of croquet activity to engage everybody. There is no highlight, except possibly the 
Exhibition Matches at Fendalton we were forced to postpone to 29 November because of the 
Covid situation.  I hope you are all enjoying your club days, fun days and competitions. As I 
am entered in 3 competitions, I will surely come across many of you in the course of the 
season. 

Is it too early to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, why not! 

 

Owen Evans 

 

 

************************************************************************************************ 

Club news  

 

United Croquet Club 

John Yarrall 

 
 
Margaret Stoddart GC Tournament 
Margaret Stoddart retirement village sponsors a golf croquet weekend tournament and 
an association croquet weekend tournament. The GC tournament was held Saturday 
12 and Sunday 13 September 2020. The AC tournament will be held Saturday 26 and 
Sunday 27 September 2020. 

 

 

https://unitedcroquet.com/2020/09/18/margaret-stoddart-gc-tournament/


 
GC Open 
There were twelve entries for the Margaret Stoddart Open event on Saturday the 12th 
September 2020 which was played in bright sunshine after a frosty start.  
With two blocks of six playing a round robin followed by a super section playoff to 
determine final placing. This gave each player six games during the days play.  David 
Hesse was the only player to win all five games in block play and carried on to win the 
event with Ian Campbell runner up. 

 

 

GC Handicap 
With sixteen entries in the Margaret Stoddart Handicap event on Sunday the 13th 
September 2020 play began with four blocks of four playing a round robin followed by 
a full knockout. This gave each player six games on a cool, cloudy day.   
Louie Inglewood was the only player to win all three games in block play, but Lyn 
McKinnon came through to win the event with Melanie Stevenson runner-
up.  Congratulations to Lyn and Louie for reducing their handicaps by a step. 

 

 

 

 
Manager Tony O’Donnell with Open winner David Hesse  



 
From left: Handicap winner Lyn McKinnon, Manager Tony O’Donnell and 
Runner-up Melanie Stevenson  

 

 

 

Margaret Stoddart AC tournament 
Margaret Stoddart retirement village sponsors a golf croquet weekend tournament 
and an association croquet weekend tournament. The AC tournament was held 
Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 September 2020 and was managed by John Yarrall.  
Saturday was perfect weather for playing croquet. Sunday was windy and there was 
a very brief shower that sent players scurrying for jackets, only to discard them five 
minutes later. 
 
AC Open 
There were nine entries for the Margaret Stoddart Open event that was played as a 
flexible Swiss. There was no time limit on games except for the final round on 
Sunday. Being the first event of the season, play was slow with all first-round games 
taking more than 21/2 hours. Two players departed midday on Sunday to return home 
and no one played more than five games. 
Logan McCorkindale (Waireka) won the event with five wins. Duncan Dixon (United) 
was runner-up with four wins. Josh Winter (Cashmere) won the prize for the greatest 
increase in index points, not winning another prize. 

 

AC Handicap 
There were eight entries for the Margaret Stoddart Handicap event. It was played as 
two American blocks of four on Saturday with three 21/2-hour games. On Sunday the 
top two from each block played a full knockout with two 3-hour games. The others 
played a full knockout for the plate. 

https://unitedcroquet.com/2020/10/11/margaret-stoddart-ac-tournament/


Peter Couch (St James Park) won the event with Bruce McLay (United) runner-up. 
Carolyn Fordyce (Waireka) won the plate. 
The cup initially used for the United Men’s Singles Handicap was repurposed for the 
United Weekend Handicap (now the Margaret Stoddart) since 2008. Peter won the 
cup in 1975-76, 1978-79 and 1979-80 when he was a member at United. 
Full results of the open and handicap events are on CroquetScores. 

 

 
From left Margaret Stoddart representative, Duncan Dix, Open runner-up and manager, 
John Yarrall 

 

Thanks to Margaret Stoddart Retirement Village for sponsoring these tournaments. 

 

 

 

St Martins 

Adrienne Pavelka 

  

 

After months of social distancing, it’s great to be back on the lawns and experiencing 
some semblance of normality. Thanks to diligent attention by our 
President/groundsman, our lawns are looking good and playing well (lots of 
compliments) 

 St Martins GC team had a great time at the Masters Games in Timaru – the medal 
tally was impressive too. John Borner (gold in the Open section) and Eileen Arnett 
(silver in her age group) Phyl Holland (Silver) Pam Fairbairn and Shirley Perriton 
(Gold) in their age groups. Linda Urwin and Shirley Perriton (Gold in the doubles) 

https://croquetscores.com/2020/ac/margaret-stoddart
https://www.rymanhealthcare.co.nz/villages/christchurch/margaret-stoddart


  

 

A big thank you to the many Clubs who supported our Covid19 themed Fun Day on 
21st Oct. The weather was kind for a change. Many of you will remember helping to 
Squeegee the hailstones off the lawns on past Fun Days. Thanks too, to New World, 
the Casino and our major sponsor, Struthers Funeral Services. We look forward to 
participating in the Tournaments and Fun Days at other Clubs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Phyl Holland, Pam Fairbairn 

and Shirley Perriton 

 

 
Eileen Arnett and John Borner 

 

 

 

 



Cashmere Club 

Gay Jones 

 

Congratulations to Levi Franks from Cashmere  

CNZ Most improved GC Player for 2020 

 

  

 

 

 

 

**************************************************************************************************** 

Croquet(noun) 

an open-air game in which two or more players endeavour to drive wooden balls, by 

means of mallets, through a series of hoops or arches set in the ground according to 

some pattern, Webster Dictionary. 

************************************************************************************************ 

 

 



 

Rangiora 

Carol Kidd 

We also, because of lockdown, had our club competitions and Interclub greatly 

affected. We were delighted to have won the Atkins trophy and the Knockout trophy 
and ultimately the Millennium Cup. 

We are currently doing well in Interclub competitions in both GC and AC and our 
membership is increasing.  
The new lawns which are currently being developed will be fantastic. All in all 
Rangiora CC is developing very well. 
 

To those of you who remember Leith Newell, she is now a well-deserved Life 
Member of our Club. 

 

 



 
                    
 

 
Waimakariri Mayor Dan Gordon (centre) presenting cups on opening day 

 

 

 

Akaroa Croquet Club. 

Elizabeth Bain 

 

 

Club Patron Kath Robertson performed the traditional 'first hoop' to mark the start of 
the new season at our Club Open Day.  Since then we have welcomed both old and 
new members back in to play.  At present we have 40 players representing all 
grades in both social and competitive play. 



We have 4 teams involved in interclub games, with 2 teams each in Grade 1 and 
Grade 3. 

Recently a team of 11 players and two supporters attended the South Island Masters 
Games.  This tournament is a popular event in our club's calendar, with it's 
opportunities for competition and fellowship.  Our players returned with 6 medals - 1 
gold, 2 silver, and 2 bronze. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fendalton Park Croquet Club 



Marion Bishop 

 

Although off season croquet was played, large numbers of members, keen to shake 
off the shackles of Co-vid 19 restrictions, enjoyed beautiful spring weather for the 
start of the season.  A very full programme of Club competitions and events has got 
off to a great start with excellent numbers of entries for Club Trophies. 

Our Annual Janet and John Day, a “fiercely contested” tournament between St 
Martins and Fendalton was held in September hosted by St Martins.   A delicious 
lunch and afternoon tea, was served but their hosting did not preclude them from 
giving us a jolly good beating, sending us home with our tails between our legs.    
This day is held to commemorate two deceased members of St Martins, Janet Lilly 
and John Dove who will be remembered by many of the wider Croquet fraternity. 

Loud shirt day, where the brightest and loudest outfits are paraded on the lawns in 
support of Cochlear Implants for deaf children was a great success.  Members 
contribute a donation which is our way of the Club giving back to the community. 

Our Annual Labour Weekend Hazel Cocks Tournament with drawn pairs was again 
a very enjoyable afternoon with 12 teams competing for the Silverware.    It was won 
for the third time by Judy Orsborne, this time playing with Dianne McCormack.   
Pizzas and a social hour concluded the day. 

While the Club exists to play croquet, the social side of our activities is very 
important to our members and certainly enhances the camaraderie amongst us. 

The Club continues to attract new members with 4 new members joining this season. 

 

 

The aftermath of Loud Shirt Day! 

 



************************************************************************************************ 

peg out 

vb (adverb) 
1. (intr) informal to collapse or die 
2. (Croquet) croquet 
a. (intr) to win a game by hitting the peg 
b. (tr) to cause (an opponent's ball) to hit the peg, rendering it out of the game  

 

(and …of course you can only peg out playing AC) 

 
 
 

 
 
 

*************************************************************************** 
 
 
 

Hornby Croquet Club 
Helen Webber 

 
Our opening day was Thursday 3 September with very good numbers turning out to play 3 
games each and then we all had a lovely afternoon tea afterwards. Our President Marilyn 
Purvis ran the 1st hoop to get the season underway.  
We held our Fun Day on Wednesday 30 September with 4 other Clubs joining us for a very 
enjoyable and successful day. The day started off with cold weather and warmed up in the 
afternoon. Thanks to all those that attended and helped to make this a great day.  
10 members from our Club went to the South Island Masters Games in Timaru and played 
singles and doubles games from 12-14 October. We all had a great time with some members 
winning medals. Helen Webber won 2 golds one for her singles and one for the doubles with 
her partner Annette Wilson. Tom Pluck won bronze for his singles and Alan and Jude Belcher 
won bronze for their doubles. 



 
 

 

Alan and Jude Belcher 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President Marilyn Purvis 
running the first hoop 

 

 

 

Tom Bluck, Bronze medal singles Helen Webber, Gold 
medal singles 

 

 
 

.  

 

************************************************************************************************ 



The Gentle Game 
 

Croquet is all very well, in its way, 

If you hate all the people you happen to play. 
But don’t be discouraged – though starting as friends, 
You’ll hate them like poison before the game ends. 

 
This quarrel, this squabble, this shambles, in fact 

With envy and hatred and mallets is packed: 
A series of bickers and bruises, and bangs – 

The venom of vicars will drop from their fangs. 
 

There’s something about it that poisons the spleen; 
It makes you dogmatic, malicious and mean; 
It plumbs, to the depths, every possible vice; 

It’s callous, it’s cruel – it’s ever so nice. 

 

 
From: - “And a Green Thumb”, by Reginald Arkell. London, Herbert Jenkins, 1950. 
Discovered at Barrington Club by Lyn Dawson.       (Thanks for sharing this Lyn) 
 
 

From the Administration Action Group  

 

 

A reminder Clubs to please make 
themselves aware of the CNZ Code 
of Conduct in the Yearbook page 129 

 

 

 

 

Canterbury v South Canterbury Association Croquet interprovincial  

Results   A win to Canterbury with a score of 269 to 252. 

 

Which means Basil the Ram stays in Canterbury. 

 

From Gail Benseman, South Canterbury: 

Thanks to everyone who played today. It was great to have good numbers available for both 
teams. Congratulations on your win. The last round did it quite clearly.  
We look forward to another round next season.  
.  
************************************************************************************************ 



CCA GC HANDICAP DOUBLES   

Where: Fendalton Park Croquet Club 

When: Sunday 22 November 2020 at 8.30am 

Manager: Vilna Gough-Jones  

Phone: 027 804 5784                  

Email: vgoughjones@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Date for entries to Manager by 13 

November 2020 

 

 

Include handicap and contact details of email and 

phone with entry 

 

 

Entry fee $10 per person  

 

 

 

Monetary prizes will be given 

mailto:vgoughjones@gmail.com

