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Editorial 

With the summer croquet season over many of you will have hung up your mallets for a few 
months, though some clubs continue outdoor play through the winter. Indoor croquet is another 
option and if you are interested in Association Croquet this birds-eye view is a great opportunity to 
understand the tactics. GC players with the skills of roqueting and running hoops may also the find 
the leap to AC is not that great!  
 
And while croquet allows you to be as competitive as you wish, all year-round croquet also says 
something else about and this sport and that is the friendship that is synonymous among players. I 
remember someone saying, people come for the curiosity of the game, but it is the friendship that 
keeps them returning.  After all what other sport allows you to walk around and talk with everyone 
in the game you are playing? Or in the case of AC sit in a shelter with them as audience to the 
game you are also playing. 
 
Thoughts from the Treasurer 

Why do we pay levies? Why do we need Croquet New Zealand? These are some of the questions I have 
been asked and I thought maybe it would be timely to have some explanations as clubs plan for their AGM 
and subscriptions for the new season etc. 
 
Currently the levies for CNZ for the 2021/2022 season is  

 
 
 
 

We need a national body for Croquet in New Zealand so that: 
✓ We have affiliation to the World Croquet Federation 
✓ We have marketing power 
✓ We can initiate partnerships such as Sky Sport Next streaming live the World GC Team 

championships in Nelson in 2020 - which New Zealand won! 
✓ We can contribute to rules changes/ improvements 
✓ We need to belong to a national body to be able to apply for grants 

Full Members / Return to Croquet  $46.00 

New to Croquet   $23.00 

Junior Members 0-18 years  $15.00 



✓ We can have training/coaching days around the country as we have so recently had here in 
Canterbury 

✓ A national voice for croquet to be a legitimate sport and accessible to the public 
✓ Training and qualifications for coaches, referees and umpires 
✓ Playing croquet socially is a voluntary activity, but needs an infrastructure to sustain the sport 
✓ There is access to National Tournaments. 
✓ The CNZ Database can be efficiently implemented. 
✓ Automatic Handicapping System is maintained at a national level. 
✓ There are pathways for players, coaches and referees. 
✓ Advocacy to Government agencies and the like 
✓ General Association and Club support (i.e., Covid) 

 
Levies paid to Canterbury Croquet Association contribute towards the operational expense of running the 
Association. Details of levies for the 2021/2022 season will be sent to clubs before closing day. 

Another issue that came to light at a recent training day with Greg Bryant regarding clubs and resilience 
was the importance of registering club participation. For Croquet New Zealand to get support and funding 
from Sport New Zealand and therefore much more support for our sport, there needs to be an indication of 
club participation in the sport. The only bench mark that CNZ have, that involve most club members, is the 
entry into Don Reyland (GC)  and Arthur Ross(AC) competitions. Other measurements such as school 
participation, CNZ  Merit Awards, number of referees and umpires etc. involve smaller numbers of 
members. So if, for example, only 6 members in a club of 32 enter the internal club competition for Don 
Reyland (GC Handicap singles), the percentage of active members in that club is registered as only 19%. 
And I am sure there would be a lot more active members in that club, but their interest in the sport has not 
been registered for CNZ. I therefore throw out the following idea for you. 

Enter all your GC members in a Don Reyland competition and AC members in an Arthur Ross competition at 
the start of the season. Call the competition Don Reyland and Arthur Ross. Tell members at the beginning 
of the season that this competition is ongoing, with games being played in player’s own time so that not 
taking away from club days. For example: 

Say there are 32 GC members in the club. Have 4 groups of 8 with the top 4 players in the club in each of 
the groups, next 4 players in each group, etc. make it say a knock-out tournament (or round robin if you 
want). Have a closing date, say before Christmas. Those who choose not to play (which I hope will not be 
the case) will just default their games. Then have a final Don Reyland (or Arthur Ross) where the winners of 
each group, and any other members who still wish to participate, in a round robin or knock out to get a 
final member from the club for the CCA playoffs in each competition. 

The benefits are that members get used to playing handicap games; means that we can then say we have 
had 90% to 100% club participation in these tournaments, which will then boost the numbers for CNZ for 
next season, and give them more voice for Sport New Zealand, as there has been more participation of club 
members in a competition.  
What are your thoughts? 

  



Club News 
Barrington Park Croquet Club      Marie McDonald 

The first two photos; of a very well attended BBQ held in April for the end of outdoor playing season. 

The club is doing lawn renovations over the winter, but are open and able to play indoor games, as well as a 

competition. 

 

  
 

A painting day was held to renovate and replace the old fence protection boards. 

Thanks to the helpers and to Lloyd & Peter for organising this.  

 

  

  



FENDALTON PARK CROQUET CLUB      Marion Bishop 

Closing Day, Saturday of Anzac Weekend was enjoyed by a large number of our members.   A 
super delicious finger food lunch, followed by croquet and the prize giving.    Social hour to finish to 
allow some relaxation to celebrate a very busy croquet season. 

 

Our Fab Four Life members were present, Vilna Gough Jones, Brian Perwick, Pauline Perwick and 
Lorraine McClurg. 

 

 It was a delight to have Pauline Perwick, former President and Life Member present the prizes to 
Trophy winners, Club Champions and Tournament winners. 

 



 
 
Libby Newcombe winner of the Fendalton  
New Comers’ Trophy 

 
 
Vilna Gough Jones, Club Champion, winner of 
the Kelleher Trophy. 

 

  
 
Helen Wilson and Esme Burt, winners of the 
Greenkeepers’ Trophy, donated by Brian and 
Paul and Pauline Perwick. 

 
Andi Maitland receiving one of the several 
prizes she won this year.     

  



Elmwood Croquet Club     Jenny Tait 

Elmwood croquet club has had a very busy 2021 year. Along with our club days and inter club activities we 

have had a very busy season with a school programme. The programme was set up with liaison with the 

Elmwood club through its manager Matt who did all the arrangement with the schools. The Elmwood club 

involves all the sports associated with the Elmwood Park. the schools involved were Elmwood Primary and 

Rangi Ruru Girl’s schools. Elmwood classes were year 3 and year 5. Twice a week for an hour over 6 weeks. 

They were a challenge, but many did enjoy the activity.  

Rangi girls were year 11 and we had 3 classes a-day on a Wednesday for four weeks. The girls really enjoyed 

the game the laughs and the high fives were great as they made hoops. some were keen to continue so we 

arranged with Phillippa  

Porter who takes St Margaret’s girls at United to have a competition between the schools. Rangi teachers 

were very supportive as well. All these school activities were over the same weeks, so it involved all our 

members being busy with assisting with the games. It was quite A commitment but well worth it.  

To thank our members for all their time with the schools and as St Patrick’s day was a Wednesday, one of 

our club days we all wore something green, and the committee provided a very green afternoon tea. It was 

a fun afternoon. 

we have welcomed new members this year however we have lost to croquet a long serving member Bruce 

Newburgh whose eyesight has deteriorated that he has very limited vision but he did make to his 90’s.and 

was still playing at the end of the 2020. 

 

now that we are at the end of the season, club champs have been played so now it time for lawn 

maintenance and gardening all need a great catchup before we start indoor croquet over the winter 

season. 

 

 

 
 
  
St Patricks Day 
  



Hornby Croquet Club       Annette Wilson  

 
One of our Division 3 Interclub teams collected their Runner Up certificates at the CCA Closing Day. 

 Well done Mary and John Dewar, Marilyn Purvis and Tom Pluck.    In the Atkins Competition Helen and 

Wendy played in the plate knockout round. They came 3rd in the plate. Well done ladies. 

Hornby club members took out the 1st, 2nd and 3rd places in the Maud Trainor competition.  

We have had our Club Championship Competition in this part of the season.  
Our Premier winner was Neil Williams. 
Our Intermediate winner was Alan Beckett.  
Our Junior winner was Marilyn Purvis.  

 



Many of our club members have been working on our lawns. We have scarified both Lawns and on Lawn 1 
we have been working to level the lawn by adding soil and putting on new grass seed.  

Our home advantage may be gone for next season!  

We are continuing to increase our membership mainly through people bringing others along. 5 of these 
new people took part in the Newcomers Competition at Fendalton. Pat was first in her block. Well done. 
Thank you to all the people who organised, helped run and refereed the games.  

Our players appreciated the chance to be in a competition like this.  

The Hornby Croquet Club will continue to play through the winter on Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday 
afternoons as long the lawns are not too wet, and the weather is not too cold.  

Rangiora Croquet Club      Carol Kidd  

We had our closing day Saturday 17th. April and had our Club competitions presentations. The winners are 
shown in the photos. Our two new lawns were finally hydroseeded in March and are growing well. With the 
weather still great, it’s a shame that Croquet is over, but it’s been a fantastic season.  We will be playing 
indoor Croquet and hope to start Saturday May 1. 

Anyone interested would be most welcome to join us. Have a peaceful winter. 

  
 

   

Tournament Results  



CCA AGNES DICK TOURNAMENT AC HC Doubles.   Philippa Porter, Manage 

1st and 2nd March 2021 at Elmwood Park 

Congratulations to the winners Cheryl Hopley and Steve Costigan and the runners up Jenny Hollobon and 
Diana Howes. 

This event in recent years has been held at the popular club Elmwood but in past years it was held at all the 
eastern clubs simultaneously with often over 80 entrants. It has always been popular and often a senior 
partners a junior and over the days the junior gets coaching and an experience of tournament play. 
Monetary prizes have also been welcomed in recent years. 

It was great to see another recent beginner winning the event and also being the senior partner! 

Many thanks to Pam Hurst and John Yarrall who stepped in at the last minute for Margaret Lane who now 
says she is 99.9% after a weekend in hospital. It was great to see Margaret who came to watch her 
protégée play and to watch the Final. 

Thanks to all 17 who played and to Jenny Tait and her Elmwood Club for accommodating us. 

Manager Philippa Porter presenting prizes to runners up Diana Howes and Jenny Hollobon and the winners 
with the tray Cheryl Hopley and Steve Costigan at the Agnes Dick tournament 

 

  



CCA Closing Day and Prize-giving   
CCA Closing Day was held Sunday 18 April 2021 at Fendalton Park Croquet Club. 

The CCA beginner’s competition was held before the closing. 
Closing Day started with play from 2pm to 3pm followed by the prize-giving and afternoon tea. 

Prizes and awards are listed below followed by photos. 

Competition Club/team Names 

GC interclub-Div 1 Cashmere Owen Evans, Tim Slack 

   Runners-up Rangiora Alister Newey, John Foster 
GC interclub-Div 2 United 1 Denise McLoughlin, Mike McLoughlin, Mary Morrison, Steve 

Ballinger 
   Runners-up Cashmere Sylvia MacFarlane, Ken Lomax, Tony Waters, Merv Sarson 

GC interclub-Div 3 Rangiora 1 Liz Partridge, Terry Green, Jenny Galbraith, Beverley 
Wood, Wil Henderson 

   Runners-up Hornby 3 Marilyn Purvis, John Dewar, Mary Dewar, Tom Pluck 

Twilight interclub premier Cashmere 3 Myles Duggan, James Duggan 

   Runners-up Cashmere 2 Levi Franks, Josh Winter 
AC interclub United Geraldine Murphy, Steve Costigan 

   Runners-up Rangiora 1 Carol Kidd, John Foster 
Atkins Trophy (GC) Cashmere Lyn McKinnon, Janet Scott 
   Runners-up Holmes Park Rim Slack, Lesley Clarkson 

Atkins Trophy plate Cashmere Sylvia MacFarlane, Mark Winter 
   Runners-up Fendalton Claire Horncastle, Trina Heffernan 

Johnson Memorial (AC H/C doubles) Cashmere 3 Myles Duggan, Levi Franks 

   Runners-up Cashmere 1 Ian Campbell, Flyn Moses-Jones 

Bronze Medal Cashmere Myles Duggan 

GC Silver Badge Premier (-6 to 2) United Duncan Dixon 

GC Silver Badge Senior (3-5) Rangiora Neville Turner 
GC Silver Badge Int. (6-8) Cashmere Melanie Stevenson 

GC Silver Badge Primary (9-16) Akaroa Carolyn Smith 

AC Silver Badge A (0-3.5) Cashmere Josh Winter 
AC Silver Badge Int. (4-9) United Steve Costigan 

AC Silver Badge B (10-16) Rangiora Alister Newey 

AC Silver Badge C (18-24) Barrington Betty Eathorne 

Geoffrey Naylor Most Improved Player 
award (GC) 

Akaroa Carolyn Smith 

Geoffrey Naylor Most Improved Player 
award (AC) 

United Steve Costigan 
Levi Franks (R/U) 

Millennium Trophy Akaroa Club with highest percentage wins over all AC and GC 
interclub events (58%) 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/KZKcCgZ0KJU89o3fo1nSu?domain=croquetcanterbury.com/


 
GC interclub-Div 1, Cashmere, Owen Evans, 
Tim Slack 

 
GC interclub-Div 1 Runners-up, Rangiora, Alister 
Newey with CCA president, Owen Evans (Absent: 
John Foster) 

 
GC interclub-Div 2, United 1, Steve Ballinger, 
Mary Morrison, Denise McLoughlin, Mike 
McLoughlin 

 

 
GC interclub-Div 2 Runners-up, Cashmere, Tony 
Waters, Owen Evans, Sylvia MacFarlane. Absent: 
Ken Lomax, Merv Sarson 

 
GC interclub-Div 3, Rangiora 1, Terry Green, 
Liz Partridge, Absent: Jenny Galbraith, Beverley 
Wood, Wil Henderson 

 
GC interclub-Div 3 Runners-up, Hornby 3, Mary 
Dewar, John Dewar, Tom Pluck, Marilyn Purvis 



 
Twilight interclub premier, Cashmere 3, James 
Duggan, Myles Duggan 

 
Twilight interclub premier Runners-up, Cashmere 
2, Levi Franks, Josh Winter 

 
AC interclub, United, Geraldine Murphy, Steve 
Costigan 

 
AC interclub Runners-up, Rangiora 1, Alister 
Newey, Absent: Carol Kidd 

 
Atkins Trophy (GC), Cashmere, Jack Jordan, 
Janet Scott, Lyn McKinnon 

 
Atkins Trophy Runners-up, Holmes Park, Tim 
Slack, Lesley Clarkson (absent) 



 
Atkins Trophy plate, Cashmere, Sylvia 
MacFarlane, Mark Winter (absent) 

 
Atkins Trophy plate Runners-up, Fendalton, Trina 
Heffernan, Claire Horncastle 

 
Johnson Memorial (AC H/C doubles), 
Cashmere 3, Myles Duggan, Levi Franks 

 
GC Silver Badge Premier (-6 to 2), United, Duncan 
Dixon 
GC Silver Badge Primary (9-16), Akaroa, Carolyn 
Smith 
GC Silver Badge Int. (6-8), Cashmere, Melanie 
Stevenson 
GC Silver Badge Senior (3-5), Rangiora absent 
(Neville Turner) 

 

 
AC Silver Badge B (10-16), Rangiora, Alister 
Newey 
AC Silver Badge A (0-3.5), Cashmere, Josh 
Winter 
AC Silver Badge Int. (4-9), United, Steve 
Costigan 
AC Silver Badge C (18-24), Barrington, Betty 
Eathorne 

 
Geoffrey Naylor Most Improved Player award 
(GC), Akaroa, Carolyn Smith 



 
Geoffrey Naylor Most Improved Player 
award (AC), 
United, Levi Franks (R/U), Steve Costigan 

 

Millennium Trophy, Akaroa, Club with highest 
percentage wins over all interclub (58%). 
Maria Narby for Akaroa 

(And Big Winners deserve big photos, and you will all recognise CCA President Owen Evans in all of the 
photos) 

Inspired by Bruce Newburgh’s recent comparison of the Endeavour to a croquet lawn I was curious 
as how much land is needed for croquet compared to other mainstream sports.  
How many croquet players can you fit for example on a cricket oval? 

Sport Land area 
Square metres 

Players Square metre per 
player 

Croquet 851 8 double banking 106 

Tennis 260 4 doubles 65 

Netball 461 14 32 

Rugby 7000 30  233 

Cricket  22000 Hagley  13 
11 fielding 2 batting  

1692 

 

The answer is unsurprisingly quite a few.  Hagley Oval is large enough to 
accommodate 25 croquet lawns that would allow over 200 to play 
croquet at one time. 

Croquet is not the most intensive land use in terms of players per square 
metre, we are beaten by netball and tennis and like many sports we as 
also tend to have shorter games meaning more people can play. This is 
not intended to be a diatribe against cricket just a play with statistics the 
statistic we cannot compete against are of course the large crowds of 
spectators! 

Cartoon supplied by Lyn Dawson. 

All contributions are very welcome and thank you to all who 
contributed to this newsletter. 

Kind regards  
Mark O'Connell 
Email   2muchrhubarb@gmail.com 

mailto:2muchrhubarb@gmail.com

