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In this issue: 
Editorial 
President’s Report 
Clubs’ News 
Recognition of Achievement 
Matters and Dates to note  
 
Editorial 
As your new Editor I did some research in 
preparation for my first Editorial. I discovered that 
there are “editorial style variations”, depending on 
the purpose of the article. I’m choosing the easy 
option this time, “Interpretive”.  My question is 
what makes a successful newsletter and is our 
newsletter achieving this? 
A successful newsletter will work to achieve the 
club mission. Our mission as stated in the 
Strategic Plan 2020-2025 is “To support clubs 
affiliated to the CCA”. 
Through our quarterly newsletter how are we 
supporting our clubs?  
Thank you to those clubs who have sent items for 
this newsletter. Through your contributions our 
newsletter reflects current club news. Some of 
you have promoted an upcoming event. Others 
have fostered camaraderie between clubs. 
Thank you to our new President who through her 
report has updated us on recent events and 
informed us of new initiatives.  
According to my research a successful newsletter 
will include the following key ingredients to help 
achieve the club mission: 

 Membership programmes 
 Educational material 
 Recognition of Member Achievements 
 Administrative Information 
 Schedule of events 

Recently a survey was sent out to clubs and I will 
look towards responding to any feedback re the 
newsletter. 

President’s Report 
President Report August 2021 
 
Well we have just had two weeks of the Olympic 
games, a snow storm here in Christchurch, and a 

beautiful day of 
sunshine at Kaiapoi with 
their fund raising Fun day. Life is certainly 
interesting. 
I would like to introduce the new CCA Executive: 
Marion Bishop is our Secretary. Gay Jones is 
our Vice-President, Referee, Handicapper and 
member of the Tournament Action Group, Tim 
Slack is our Tournament Action Group convener.  
Owen Evans is looking after Publicity and 
Communications, Maria Narbey is convening the 
Players Action Group and working with Owen. 
Cheryl Morrall is producing the CCA newsletter 
and is also a member of the Tournament Action 
Group. And for myself I am the Treasurer and 
President. 
 
I would like to acknowledge the hours of work that 
this Management Committee has already given to 
CCA in the last few months to get the season up 
and running. A lot of meetings and behind the 
scenes work goes into making our Association 
run successfully. A number of workshops have 
already been planned. Some members have 
been co-opted onto the sub-committees and I 
would like to mention Philippa Porter and Janet 
Scott who are assisting with the Tournament 
Action Group. However, there is always room for 
more assistance from members. 
The first of the CCA Tournaments is GOLF CROQUET 
HANDICAP SINGLES TOURNAMENT 
Sunday 26th September 2021 at 8:30am at Fendalton 
Park Croquet Club and I encourage many of you to 
participate. 

 

Our Association is growing with a new club to be 
established in Selwyn at the Broadfield Reserve. 
Credit must go to John Dewar in particular and 
Errol Croy for their persistence in keeping croquet 
at the forefront with the Selwyn Council and they 
have been rewarded with the news that Croquet 
facilities have now been approved in the 
Selwyn District Council's Long Term Plan. Their 
Programme is as follows: 
· Design & Tender Process planned for 22/23 
Financial Year 
· Works Planned for 23/24 Financial Year 
More details will be available later on regarding 
the formation of the new club. 
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A word about the Don Reyland Stars 
Tournament. I have already aired some ideas in a 
previous newsletter, but would really like to 
encourage clubs to think seriously about 
increasing player participation for this event. 
Fendalton Park, Cashmere and Akaroa are giving 
my suggested idea “a go” for the new season. 
Fendalton Park has devised a competition in 
which potentially 90% of the members will 
participate. Eight blocks of 8 players will compete 
in a knock out Handicap Singles competition over 
three rounds.  
Each round, played in their own time, to be 
completed from September through to November. 
The winners from each block will participate in a 
round Robin in the second week of December to 
determine the representative from Fendalton to 
play in the CCA Don Reyland Stars Tournament. 
This tournament will then determine the 
representative from CCA for the National 
tournament. The competition is called Don 
Reyland so that when the club participation form 
is completed for CNZ at the end of the season, 
we can enter a high level of participation. 
Player participation in this event impacts on the 
funding Croquet NZ will receive from Sports NZ. 
Clubs with smaller numbers could also work with 
blocks of 8, or blocks of 4, and determine their 
own form of final competition. The message and 
purpose is club member participation in the Don 
Reyland. Feel free to contact me if you would like 
to talk through how your club could increase 
participation. I understand that something similar 
for Arthur Ross and AC could also be initiated. 
 
Another exciting initiative that is being trialled by 
WCF (World Croquet Federation) is Advantage 
GC. This is a proposed alternative format to 
running handicap tournaments. The Tournament 
Committee are planning on having an Advantage 
GC Tournament so that players can have the 
experience and contribute their thoughts and 
ideas. More info is available on the WCF website. 
https://worldcroquet.org/advantage-gc/ 
A commentator at the recent Olympics noted that 
it is the Olympic Games, with emphasis on 
Games, and that the enjoyment of the athletes in 
their sport shines through. And so as we head 
into the 2021-2022 season, my hope and prayer 
is that you have good health and can enjoy your 
croquet, and that whether you are playing 
competitively or socially, that you have fun.   
Vilna Gough-Jones 

 
 
 

Journey to New Croquet Lawns at 

 
Broadfield Reserve 

In Early/Mid 2019, six of us met to discuss putting 
in an application to the Selwyn District Council 
(SDC) for lawns in the new Prebbleton Park to be 
developed on Birches Road.  We attended a 
Public Day run by the SDC and discussed our 
ideas with them.  We then presented our first 
letter of interest to them in September 2019, 
followed by a formal submission in December that 
year. We were advised in May 2020, that our 
submission for Croquet Lawns at Birches Road 
was unsuccessful, but there was a potential other 
venue at Broadfield Reserve, if that would be of 
interest to us. 
We subsequently met with the SDC for an on- site 
meeting at Broadfeld Reserve in August 2020.  
This was a very positive meeting, as both the 
SDC and ourselves felt this site would be a 
perfect location.   
The next process for us was to reapply to the 
Council when they called for submissions for their 
10 year plan.  These submissions closed on 30 
April 2021.  We chose to speak to the SDC at the 
submission meeting on 14 May 2021, to reinforce 
our case.  We came away from that meeting 
feeling very positive.  However, it wasn’t until 13 
July that we were advised that our submission 
had been successful. Great news! 
Thank you to all those who took the trouble to put 
in a written submission supporting the new 
Croquet Lawns.  It all helped. There were 631 
Submissions made to the SDC for their 10 year 
plan, so we feel very privileged that we were 
chosen.   
The six of us that have started this process, will 
continue as a Steering Group until the new Club 
is established. Then the next stage of the Journey 
will begin! Any enquiries can be directed to  
John Dewar 0274 138250 

https://worldcroquet.org/advantage-gc/
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Clubs’ News 
Barrington Croquet Club 

 
 
Photos show new sign on building, facing the 
Barrington Park to up our profile & encourage 
new members, and the naming of our Clubrooms 
to honour the passing of Kath McDonald who 
helped establish the Clubrooms we enjoy today. 
 

 
 
Cashmere Croquet Club 
Brickworks … Last month Vonnie Alexander 
organised a group lunch at the Brickworks 
Café in Centaurus Road. It was very well 
attended and a great initiative to keep up contact 
in the off season. 
 
A Members Meeting was held on 3rd August 
inviting all members to come along and have a 
say in the running of the club. Many suggestions 
were made and noted about the days, times, 
options, for the committee to consider and 
possibly implement in the coming months. 
 
Nicky Sarson 
 
 

  
 
 
Edgeware 
 
The Edgeware Club players have played well into 
the off season due to the mild weather In May & 
June A very enjoyable social get together for our 
Annual Mid-Winter Christmas lunch saw a great 
turnout and a lot of fun at the newly rebuilt 
Richmond Club. 
 
 

 
Jan Cooney  
 
 
Fendalton Park Croquet Club 
 
For the first time in several years we have been 
able to play winter croquet, albeit on small lawns. 
Our annual midwinter lunch in July with delicious 
winter warming food provided by the committee 
was enjoyed by a large number of members and 
proved a great fundraiser as well. 
 
The annual Janet and John Day – a tournament 
held with St. Martins to commemorate the late 
Janet Lilly past President of St. Martins and John 
Dove a St Martins Stalwart.   A very social day 
with lunch and camaraderie.    St Martins 
managed to win by a small margin and in doing 
so “Janet” was returned to them, while we host 
“John” for the next year. 
 
Merv Lilley who will be well known to many of 
you, only plays croquet annually on this day. He 
is St Martin’s secret weapon. 
 
Marion Bishop 
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Merv Liffey with “Janet” and (Lorraine McL) 
 
Holmes Park Croquet Club 
Our lawns were cored and resown at the end of 
the season and have been out of action all winter.  
We look forward to playing on them again on 
opening day at the start of September. 
 
We would like to acknowledge our longstanding 
member Sheila Walker’s contribution to fun day 
croquet.  Her draw sheet has been used at  
Holmes Park for many years, and other clubs 
have adopted it also.   
Thank you Sheila.  
We had a wonderful fun day in March.  Most 
participants dressed up for the occasion, being on 
St Patricks Day. Here are the winning costumes.   
 
 

 

 
 
 
We enjoyed a mid-winter fund raising dinner at 
Maggie & Errol’s home recently.  Maggie put on a 
beautiful pork meal with all the trimmings, and a 
scrummy dessert.   
On 19th April this year we farewelled Lin Cross,a 
dear friend of Holmes Park. 
Lin had suffered with poor 
circulation in her legs for 
some years, resulting in 
losing both legs.  She fought 
the battle with her health 
right to the end with a 
wonderful attitude and a 
smile.  We miss you Lin. 
Elaine Jakobsson recently 
resigned from Holmes Park 
due to health reasons.  
Elaine joined Holmes Park 
on 12 September 1995 and loved playing croquet, 
just stopping at 92.5 years!  She will be missed. 
Janet Slack 
Hornby  Croquet Club  
Hornby Croquet Club members have continued to 
play during the winter time although we have had 
some days that we have not played because of 
the rain and the lawns being too wet.  
On a fine day we can have up to 24 players 
coming to play even if we have jackets and woolly 
hats on.  
 
We have had a working bee in which we cleaned 
gutters, pruned trees, tidied our sheds and did 
some gardening.  
Some of our players are looking forward to 
watching the Exhibition Matches at Fendalton.  
When the new season starts Hornby will be 
entering  teams in the Interclub Competition. 1 
team in Division 1 and  2 teams in Division 3.   
The Hornby Croquet Club Fun Day is on 
Wednesday 29th September.  
More information will be sent to clubs.  
Please consider coming to our Fun Day to get the 
season started.  
Annette Wilson  
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Kaiapoi  Croquet Club  
New weekly newsletter 
A new venture for Kaiapoi Croquet Club is a 
weekly newsletter called “Shoot the Hoop”. The 
aim is to keep members fully informed and give 
our sponsors some exposure. 
June Floods 
After a very dry and balmy autumn, nature 
evened things up with a jolt. The club facilities 
experienced a “double whammy” – king tide [full 
moon] combined with a [comparatively] massive 
amount of rain raised river levels. The grounds 
and clubhouse flooded repeatedly over three 
days in early June.  

                  
Grounds – between tides

                               
Water level Indicator – approx 50cm above floor level 

 
  Kaiapoi River in full flood 

Winter Fun Day - 10th August 
The first of two “flood recovery fun days”. Club 
members have rallied to provide a well-supported 
event. Weather went from snow to sunny in 24 
hours. Thanks to CCA clubs who have supported  
these events. 
RIP Norma Johnson 
A link from pre earthquake times is now gone.  
Norma was a club stalwart for decades and held 
every office. She was singles champion 5 times, 
doubles champion twice and AC champion at 
least once. 
Brian White 

 

Rangiora 
Croquet Club 
Some of us are 
playing AC indoor Croquet and played at St. 
James for the Kirk Trophy which was won by St. 
James. Well done. 
Our social committee organised a quiz night at 
Ryman’s and was well attended. They also 
arranged our mid- winter meal at the Plough The 
two new lawns are growing but a little patchy in 
places. The warmer weather will determine how 
next to proceed. 
Both GC and AC teams have been entered in 
various Interclub competitions and after a long 
cold winter we’re rating to go. 
Kind regards to all. 
Carol Kidd 
 
St James Club 
St James have had a quiet but enjoyable winter 
with more than half of our membership playing 
indoor croquet, both AC and GC.  No jump shots 
allowed and cushions protect the walls and glass 
entry doors from wayward balls.  It’s a great way 
to get an overview (literally) of the game for 
newish players and maintain warm social contact 
with others during the winter months. 
The AC players hosted the annual Kirk Trophy 
interclub pairs competition on 11 August with the 
St James pairing of Graham Button and Margaret 
Lane prevailing over the Elmwood and Rangiora 
pairs who were joint runners-up. 
 
We are all looking forward to the outdoor season 
however.  Opening Day is Saturday, 4 September 
and an “Open Morning” for prospective new 
players is a week later from 10.00 a.m. to 12.00 
noon on Saturday, 11 September.  
  
St James’ point of difference is that our 
membership is approximately 50/50 AC and GC.  
We recognise that we are particularly fortunate in 
having a core of enthusiastic, friendly mid-level 
AC players and would welcome AC players of all 
levels to join us free of charge any Friday at 1.00 
p.m. starting Friday, 10 September.  (Show Day is 
booked for a Club tournament however).  To 
borrow from the press acknowledgement 
columns, “Please accept this as your personal 
invitation!” 
Margaret Lane 
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Recognition of Achievement 
Congratulations to our five new referees.  Earlier 
this year interested players were invited to attend 
a Referees Course involving a series of 
workshops and on lawn practice. These are our 
five who got through to the end, passing both the 
Part A and B examinations (practical and theory).  
 
Matters and Dates to Note 
GOLF CROQUET HANDICAP SINGLES 
TOURNAMENT 

Sunday 26th September 2021 at 8:30am 
Manager: Vilna Gough-Jones 

Ph: 027 804 5784        Email: 
fendaltonparkcroquet@gmail.com 

Headquarters: Fendalton Park Croquet Club, Fendalton 
Park, 28 Makora Street 

Entries: To Manager by Friday 17th September 
2021 

Entry Fee:  $15 pp Using GCSINGLES in the Reference 
field and your name in the particulars field for Online 
Banking by Friday 17th September 2021.  
See below for details 
 

Conditions for all tournaments: 
1. Pay fee to CCA Bank A/C 03-0866-0354301-00 

Westpac, with your Name in the Particulars field and 
name of tournament in the Reference field. 

2. Method of play and events will be determined after 
entries have been received with the aim of providing a 
full tournament’s play for competitors. Players will be 

notified before 
the start of play 
of the method 
and events 
being used. 

3. Tea/coffee/light refreshments will be provided. 
4. Please include handicap, contact details of email and 

phone with entry. 

Monetary Prizes will be given. 
 
INTERCLUB STARTING DATES 
AC Interclub             September 25th 
AC Johnsons            October 12th 
GC Division 1           September 24th 
GC Division 2           October 4th 
GC Division 3           October 8th 
GC Twilight Open     November 4th  
 

 Next Executive Meeting Mtg August 31st 
 CCA website is croquetcanterbury.com 
 Please send any material for the next 

newsletter to Cheryl at 
cheryl.morrall@xtra.co.nz  by October 
21st for publishing at the end of October  

Newsletters are published end August end October end 

January then March/April 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 CCA sponsors  
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