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In this issue: 
Editorial 
Presidents Report 
Clubs’ News 
Matters and Dates to note  
 
Editorial 
Following the August newsletter the 
accolades came in. “Well done; Looks good; 
Great job; Congratulations, a superb effort; 
Wow, impressive, take a bow.” 
I am accepting this praise on your behalf. 
Without your club contributions our newsletter 
would be very slim. Again this quarter you 
have provided me with ample copy. My job is 
to fit your contributions including photos on to 
the pages. The computer often has a mind of 
its own and adding one line can impact and 
move every item.That final fist pump when 
everything is in and fits is rewarding in itself. 
 
You may have worked out that this editorial 
focuses on praising. With that focus in mind, 
well done to the players who took the 
opportunity to take advantage of the 
advantages and disadvantages of Advantage 
Croquet at Fendalton Park on September 
21st. It was a great day with lots of players 
from different clubs present. And a big thank 
you to Gay who organised the day. 
 
Last issue we introduced our five new 
referees. Some of them have already been 
out on the lawns adjudicating, and well done 
to the one who wore the bright yellow vest. 
Easy to spot out there. 
 
Almost all of the interclub competitions have 
started, and I am putting my tournament 
recorder hat on now. Well done to all for 
getting the results through on time via email. 
 
If I am to cover all editorial style variations 
within the four issues, my next will need to be 
“critical” or “persuasive” so watch this space. 

Presidents 
Report 
President Report October 2021 
On the home front: 
Well the croquet season seems to have 
started up with a hiss and a roar, with a 
number of activities in the past months, 
weather wise and croquet wise! 
Clubs have opened up, Interclub has started, 
there has been a Handicappers meeting, a 
Club Captain’s meeting, a Delegates 
meeting, an Advantage tournament, a GC 
Singles Handicap tournament, the AC 
tournament at Ashburton and the AC 
handicap Singles tournament. Whew! 
Thank you to all the committee for their hard 
work behind the scenes to have 
events/activities organized and completed. In 
spite of our lockdowns! More events are 
being planned for the coming months, in 
particular a Coaches workshop on 18 
November and some AC Coaching by our 
Players Group. The GC Grades Tournament 
is coming up in November - so get your 
entries in! 
Clubs that have initiated the Don Reyland 
Stars competition for all their members are 
reporting a positive side effect of players who 
have not played singles before, finding that 
they have enjoyed it, and are learning what 
“dressed lawns” are. 
We look forward to warmer weather, and long 
evenings in day light saving, with much 
croquet to be enjoyed. 
On the National Front 
The 2021 CNZ AGM was held in Wellington 9 
October 2021. All Associations from Croquet 
New Zealand were represented, with three 
from Northland and Auckland being 
represented by proxy because of travel 
restrictions. As my first time there, I found it 
informative and interesting.  
Jake spoke to the Annual report, Financial 
statement and proposed Strategic plan. More 
on the plan will be coming through to 
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Associations, but I think the vision of “A sport 
for everyone” has merit in that croquet is 
emphasized as a sport… not just a game, 
and that it is inclusive no matter age, gender 
ability etc. The new Inclusion Officer role has 
emphasis on folk with physical disabilities, as 
well as highlighting the vision - so watch this 
space for more promotion of croquet in the 
media.  
I spoke to John Wall from Manawatu who is 
the leader of a group of 4 designing the new 
GC Senior referee qualification. This is now in 
its final stages of proof reading and should be 
available before the end of the year. 
Board members were elected and Don 
Reyland accepted as a life member by 
unanimous vote. There was a discussion on 
the proposed recommendation of increasing 
CNZ levies using the CPI index. This motion 
was passed by a majority. The 
recommendation of a database of 
tournaments at national, regional and local 
level was not passed. A discussion on the 
proposed new logo gave the board a 
mandate to pursue this further and come up 
with an improved design. 
In response to a question about a Turf 
manual, Jake said that funding had now been 
obtained and he was waiting for the printing 
to be done - some delay because of backlogs 
but should be within the next couple of 
months.  
The new AHS cards are available and Gay 
has emailed Jake to obtain these for 
Canterbury. There was also mention of 
Advantage croquet, but CNZ is waiting on 
WCF for further information. 
The U21/NZ match in January will probably 
go ahead under the CNZ banner, with 
perhaps some slight adjustments due to 
Covid levels 
The question of vaccination passports for 
clubs is still too early to answer as we are still 
waiting for the Government to make firm 
decisions, and Sport NZ is also working in 
this space. Clubs are to do what they deem fit 
within their own Health and Safety rules. 
A question from one of the Associations 
regarding clubs that may be struggling 

financially 
because of lack 
of fund raising 
opportunities 
due to Covid levels, led to the response that 
individual associations should be looking at 
their clubs to determine if any need support 
and help. I am therefore asking if there are 
any of our clubs in Canterbury who are 
struggling financially because of the Covid 
levels, please get in contact with me. 
The CNZ awards were then announced. 
Unfortunately none of the award winners 
could attend, but certificates were handed to 
the relevant Association and trophies would 
be engraved and delivered to winners at a 
suitable opportunity. Canterbury had “Player 
of the year” for Duncan Dixon together with 
Logan McCorkindale from South Canterbury. 
Congratulations! 
I spoke to Greg Bryant about the GC merit 
awards - it is still a work in progress. I also 
mentioned what we are doing with our Don 
Reyland Stars competition here in 
Canterbury, and the positive spinoff to 
members who don’t usually play singles and 
find that it is fun. Both Greg and Jake 
welcomed this initiative.  
I also mentioned that we are looking at 
encouraging clubs to have at least one 
coach, and that we would be mentoring them 
in Canterbury as a potential way forward to 
getting certification. Both Jake and Greg were 
thrilled with this initiative, as it fits in very well 
with the thinking behind the Strategic Plan 
that in the end it is what the clubs do that will 
make the outcomes achievable. 
Vilna Gough-Jones  President CCA 
 

                       Duncan Dixon 
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Clubs’ News 
Elmwood Croquet Club 
Elmwood is well underway with the new 
season. Opening day with our new Atkins 
hoops and a very successful afternoon tea. A 
typical afternoon tea with lots of tempting 
goodies to try and very little left over. 
At present we are preparing for the Muriel 
Foster tournament to hold at show weekend. 
Muriel was a long-time member of our club 
and when she died the family presented us 
with silver trays for a tournament. As golf 
croquet was beginning to become a popular 
game it was decided to create a tournament 
in her name in 2000 which would be open to 
all clubs .so it not just a fun day but a 
tournament which handicap cards are used. 
This year is the twenty first year. 
Through the Elmwood club, a combination of 
all sport clubs that use Elmwood Park, Matt 
the coordinator is busy arranging the school 
programme to try all the different sports 
available of which we participate in. Last year 
we hosted both primary and secondary 
schools and the same will happen this year. 
The high light last year was arranging a 
competition between Rangi Ruru and St 
Margaret’s  
It looks like busy year for us but with lots of 
play when this weather improves. At least our 
lawns will all be well irrigated 
Jenny Tait 
 
Hornby  Croquet Club  
While we were not able to play croquet, 
someone came onto our grounds and stole 
some pots with lovely plants in them. 
Fortunately Marilyn had a friend who was 
moving house and did not want their concrete 
pots anymore. Marilyn painted the pots our 
Hornby blue colour and planted some lovely 
flowers in them all ready for our Fun Day at 
the beginning of the season. Thank you 
Marilyn for making our pot plants so pretty.  
 
On Wednesday 29th of September our Fun 
Day was held and it was a lovely sunny day 
for everyone who came to play at our club.  

Thank you to 
everyone who 
supported our 
Fun Day. There 
was lots of food and 
many raffle prizes. We were all able to watch 
some fun games and enjoy each other's 
company at the beginning of the season.  

 
Our 3 Interclub teams are all enjoying the 
competition of playing at home and on other 
lawns throughout the Canterbury region. One 
team has played in Akaroa and another team 
has played at Rangiora.  
 
8 people are going to Blenheim to take part in 
the South Island Masters competition in 
October. We will be eagerly waiting to see if 
they can bring back some medals. 
  
Some of our club members will continue to 
enjoy playing at Fun Days and other 
competitions throughout the season.  
Stay safe and enjoy playing croquet.  
Annette Wilson 
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Holmes Park Croquet Club 
Holmes Park Croquet Club was very sorry to 
hear of the passing of Life Member, Geoffrey 
Naylor on 13th September 2021 in his 96th 
year.  He had a good innings and left Holmes 
Park and other croquet clubs richer by 
sharing his knowledge and love of the game 
of Croquet.  Janet Slack 
 

 
 
Kaiapoi  Croquet Club  
Lockdown arrived on 17th August, just in time 
to prevent our second ‘flood recovery” fun 
day. 
Winter play has continued at a reduced level 
through level 3 and level 2.  
Saturday 11th September was to be a “big” 
season opening day, but did not happen. 
We have 3 new members and turnout on 
recent club days has been high. 
Brian White 
 
 

 
Rangiora 
Croquet Club 
On a sunny but cold day September 28th we 
had our opening day. The first hoop was run 
by the Waimakariri mayor Dan Gordon. 

 
The following day saw four of us at the 
interprovincial at Waireka CC in Ashburton 
where we helped Canterbury retain Basil the 
ram. 
This season we have teams in Division 1 2 
and 3 entered in GC Interclub, two teams in 
AC Interclub and four teams in Johnson. 
Members have competed in the CCA GC and 
AC Handicap singles.  
The new lawns are looking good and 
hopefully playable after Christmas. 
We have four new sets of hoops and balls 
from successful fundraising just waiting to be 
set on them. 
Wishing everyone a happy season and 
hopefully good weather. Carol Kidd 
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St James Club 
We are delighted to be back playing normally 
and would again invite any AC players from 
other Clubs to join us at 1.00 p.m. on Fridays.  
(Apologies to the Edgeware player who came 
to play the Friday before we opened – such 
are the hazards of lockdowns.  Please come 
back!)  
Our Club GC handicap tournament (doubling 
as a Don Reyland playoff) will be held on 31 
October and our Club AC handicap 
tournament (doubling as an Arthur Ross 
playoff) will be held at Show Weekend.  This 
is an innovation this season and we are keen 
to see how it is received.  
 
Marguaritte Rogers and Jonathan Hart 
represented St James in the Interprovincial 
Tournament at Ashburton on the 19th 
September and were happy to bring “Basil” 
back to Christchurch.  Marguaritte gained a 
creditable placing in the CCA AC Handicap 
tournament in October. 
 
And we are pleased to welcome four new 
members, with others in the pipeline.  
Welcome to Bruce, Janine, Alison and Sue.  
We hope you enjoy your time with us. 
Margaret Lane 
 
United Croquet Club 
Our lawns 5 and 6 have been rejuvenated 
and in order to allow the seed to grow the 
lawns are out of use for play for a few weeks.  
  
We have experienced great attendance from 
members at club days. In order to ensure all 
members are accommodated, the capability 
to lay out three lawns in the area for our 
lawns 3 and 4 was added.  
 
In addition we have implemented two draws 
on club days. One at 9.30 am finishing at  
 
 

 
12.30 pm and 
the second 
one at 1.00 pm and finishing around 3 pm.    
Both the lawn layout and having two draws 
have been well received by members.  
Social activities have begun with the first 
after-play afternoon tea on Wednesday 6 
October.  
Judy Derby 
 
St Martins Club 
Probably the worst weather of the year 
caused the postponement of St Martins Fun 
Day. The new date is Wed.27th Oct and we 
look forward to seeing you all. Please bring 
the sunshine with you. 
 
Our lawns have benefited from some serious 
renovation over the autumn and winter. 
Check out President John with our new lawn 
mower - cool aye !  
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Fendalton and St Martins have an annual 
“Janet and John” fun tournament in memory 
of two special members no longer with us. 
Pictured are Lorraine McClurg, John Borner 
and Merv Lilley posing with the Gnome 
Trophies.  

 
Several Canterbury clubs, including St 
Martins, are off to the masters Games in 
Blenheim. We wish them lots of medals and 
safe travels. 
Adrienne Pavelka 
Akaroa Club 
A big shout out to the men in our club who do 
so much more than play competitive 
croquet.  Over winter they have nurtured our 
greens, installed a new access gate, and built 
a new mower shed with an annex for the balls 
and hoops trolleys.  With the final coat of 
paint barely dry, they have joined the other 16 
members of our club up in Blenheim taking 
part in the croquet Veterans and South Island 
Masters tournaments. 
The 2021 - 2022 season has set off with pace 
with an open day attended by 26,  members 
participating in the Don Reyland Handicap 

Challenge, and 
with the club 
entering 5 
teams in the 
CCA Interclub competition (2 Div 1, 1 Div 2, 2 
Div 3). 
Our club days are well supported with our 2 
lawns needing to be double backed with 
doubles games, and with some of our players 
having to sit out until the next round.  With 
such a steady membership and a keen 
interest in playing both doubles and singles 
games, our club is committed to push the 
CCC for a third green, rather than a 
multisport artificial playing surface.  
Elizabeth Bain 

Here is a photo of our new shed. 
The men in the picture are members John 
Oliver, Phillip Narbey, and master painter 
Paul Newport. 
Fendalton Park Club 
  

 
Fendalton Croquet held their annual day to 
give back to the community - “Loud Shirt Day” 
to support cochlea implants for children.   -
$200 was raised and a great afternoon of 
croquet was enjoyed. 
Marion Bishop 
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Cashmere Croquet Club 
On the 22nd October 2021, Cashmere 
Croquet Club held a men’s only evening of 
croquet and a BBQ.  
This was to commemorate 16/10/1939 - 82 
years since men were first allowed to become 
members of Cashmere Croquet Club. 
The Vote was 9 to 6 in favour with the 
subscription set at one guinea and evening 
only play. 
Sylvia McFarlane 
 
 

 
 
From left to right 
Back Chris, Steve, Merv, Jeff 
Front Derek, Rodger, Owen, Tony, Ken.  
(Andrew and Jack not pictured attended) 
 
 
Matters and Dates to Note 
Please note:  
Eligibility for tournaments 
The AHS cards are universal in NZ so can be 
used by anyone who is eligible to enter a 
tournament.  However, an individual must be 
a current member of a club to play in 
tournaments. 
Date Change 
There has been a date change for the CCC 
GC Open tournaments in March, 2022. 
The new dates are now Saturday 12th 
March, and Sunday 13th March. This has 
been updated on the website. 
 

 
 
 
GOLF CROQUET GRADE CHAMPIONSHIP 
TOURNAMENT 
Saturday 27th November and Sunday 28th 
November 
Manager: Gaylene Jones, Ph: 021 977 714, 
Email: gaylenejones4@gmail.com 
Headquarters: St Martins Croquet Club, 
Gamblins Road, Christchurch 
Other venue: Cashmere Croquet Club Valley Rd 
Entries: To Manager by Wednesday 17th 
November 2021Entry Fee: $20 Using 
GCGRADES in the Reference field and your 
name in the particulars field for Online Banking by 
Wednesday 17th November 2021. 
Conditions: The Primary grade will run over the 
27th and 28th. The remaining grades will be held 
on Sunday 28th only.Silver Badge: For CCA 
players only this tournament will double as the 
Silver Badge competition. 
ASSOCIATION CROQUET OPEN SINGLES 
Friday 28th to Sunday 30th January 2022 
Manager: Rodger Lane, 185c Matsons Avenue 
Christchurch 8053 
Ph: (03) 352 8174 Email:laners141@gmail.com  
Headquarters: St James Croquet Club, St James 
Avenue, Christchurch 8053 
Entries: To Manager by Wednesday 19th 
January 2022 
Entry Fee: $35 Using ACOPEN in the Reference 
field and your name in the particulars field for 
Online Banking by Wednesday 19th January 
 2022.  
Conditions for all tournaments 
Pay fee to CCA Bank A/C 03-0866-0354301-00 
Westpac, with your Name in the Particulars field 
and name of tournament in the Reference field. 
Method of play and events will be determined 
after entries have been received with the aim of 
providing a full tournament’s play for competitors. 
Players will be notified before the start of play of 
the method and events being used. 
Tea/coffee/light refreshments will be provided. 
Please include handicap, contact details of email 
and phone with entry. Monetary prizes will be 
given. 

mailto:gaylenejones4@gmail.com
mailto:laners141@gmail.com
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Coaching for Coaches: Thursday 18th 
November 10.00 at Fendalton. 
Delegates Meeting: Saturday 11th December 
9.30 at Fendalton. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 The next Executive meeting will be 

December 6th at Fendalton. 
 CCA website is croquetcanterbury.com 
 Please send any material for the next 

newsletter to Cheryl at 
cheryl.morrall@xtra.co.nz by January 
21st 2022 for publishing end of 
January  

Newsletters are published end August end 
October end January then March/April 

 
 
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS as 
listed below on Page 9. 
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