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Editorial 
Browsing through Papers Past I found this 
article from Page 11 of the Christchurch Star, 
January 23rd, 1931. 
Has much changed in 80 plus years? The 
CCA Communications Action Group has an 
initiative to “change image of croquet as a 
sport for elderly.” 
Mrs Rhodes-Williams was really comparing 
the play of women with men in the article, as 
opposed to our initiative to sell croquet to a 
younger demographic. 
Like Mrs Rhodes-Williams how many of us 
have described the game, to convince others 
of its scientific, strategic and challenging 
aspects. 
And, how interesting to read about croquet in 
Christchurch in the 1930’s.What really has 
changed?  

“Visitors speak highly of the lawns, and 
agree that the tournament is being 
splendidly managed.” 1931 

 

“CROQUET IS NOT OLD WOMAN’S 
GAME……… 

IT IS MOST SCIENTIFIC”, SAYS 
PROMINENT PLAYER “We must break 
down this idea that croquet is an old 
woman’s game, said Mrs Rhodes-Williams, 
of Wellington, one of the North Island ladies 
in Christchurch for the 
Dominion croquet championships. “It is 
really a most scientific game, quite as 
scientific as billiards, and might be called 

lawn billiards. The 
game has become 
such a science and so like billiards that we 
freely admit the best players are men,” said 
Mrs Rhodes-Williams. “Just as in billiards 
the best players are men, so in croquet, -
which now so closely resembles the game, 
the top-notchers are naturally men.” 

Canterbury has at least one “world player” 
in Mr A. G. F. Ross, who is an 
acknowledged authority, and has some 
remarkable croquet feats to his credit. When 
one sees this uncannily expert player make a 
ball jump over the hoop and strike a ball on 
the other side, one realises it calls for 
exceptional skill. A croquet ball is a very 
heavy and inert thing, and to make it 
emulate the light and airy golf ball requires a 
wonderful eye and touch.”  

Likening croquet to billiards is no mere 
figure of speech. The expert wielder of the 
mallet can put top spin or side on the ball, 
and although there is only the width of an 
upright penny to spare on either side of the 
ball and the hoop in use to-day, such a 
player as Mr Ross can send it through from 
an angle of almost forty-five degrees. 
Anyone still doubting the intricacy 
of croquet might try the shot. 

Christchurch is really the cradle 
of croquet in the Dominion, and before the 
reign of the Dominion Council the 
Canterbury Association, the first in the 
Dominion, used to conduct New Zealand 
championship meetings over 20 years ago. 
Among the earliest names on the scroll are 
those of Izard and Miss Rutherford, two 
Christchurch names that mean a great deal 
to croquet players. When the Dominion 
Council was formed in 1920 to run the 
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Dominion championships, the Canterbury 
Association handed over to the council all its 
championship trophies unreservedly. That 
sportsmanlike gesture is still talked about 
in croquet circles, and as a matter of fact 
they are the trophies that are being competed 
for at the present time. 

It will surprise some people to know that in 
the Dominion there are no fewer than 240 
clubs affiliated to the Dominion Council. 
The Canterbury Association numbers 14 
clubs, with a membership of about 430, the 
clubs being Barrington, Cashmere, 
Edgeware, Elmwood, Linwood, New 
Brighton, Opawa, Redcliffs, St Albans, 
Sumner, United, Akaroa, Rangiora and 
Kaiapoi.  

The Dominion tournament gives 
Christchurch a chance to show how well it is 
provided with lawns. Games are being 
played at the United, Cashmere, St Albans 
and Edgeware Club grounds —twelve lawns 
in all. Visitors speak highly of the lawns, 
and agree that the tournament is being 
splendidly managed. 

United Club 1933, ChCh Star.  

 

 

Presidents 
Report 
At the time of writing this report, the daffodils 
are flowering, and the blossoms are starting to 
appear and the rain seems to be abating. And on 
the news we are told it is less than two weeks to 
Spring! So the 2022-2023 season will soon be 
under way. Hooray  

I would like to start by thanking the CCA 
Executive for so much work done during the 
winter months to ensure that the season is well 
planned and organized. There have been a 
number of meetings and many volunteer hours to 
ensure the smooth running of competitions, 
tournaments, seminars and general croquet 
business. The calendar has been prepared, the 
Interclub matches arranged, a successful Turf 
management seminar was held as well as a Club 
Captains and Handicappers workshop and a 
Secretary and Treasurers  seminar to name a few. 
The CCA website has also been updated. My 
grateful thanks to all concerned, and also to you, 
the club members, for supporting us. Thank you 
also to the many volunteers who have taken 
office in each of the Canterbury Croquet Clubs. 
Without you, the CCA would not function. Please 
do not hesitate to contact any of the Executive if 
there is any croquet or club matter with which 
we could help and support you. 

I note the changes for CNZ with Jake Inwood 
leaving and Stefan Horrer taking over as CEO. We 
wish them both well in their new roles. I look 
forward to meeting up with Stefan when I attend 
the CNZ AGM at the beginning of October. And in 
that regard, if there is any message you would 
like me to take to the AGM, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me. The yearbooks and rule books 
should be available for distribution at the 
delegates meeting on 10 September, if not 
before. Marion will keep you informed.  

I encourage you to look at the CNZ website, and 
in particular the Key documents 
(https://croquet.org.nz/nz-croquet/key-
documents/) as each club is defined as a CNZ 

https://croquet.org.nz/nz-croquet/key-documents/
https://croquet.org.nz/nz-croquet/key-documents/
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Entity, and members are bound by the new 
policies that have been put in place. For Example 
Code of Conduct and Complaints Procedure etc. 
CNZ are also in the process of updating their 
constitution over the next year, especially in the 
light of the Incorporations Act, which will affect 
us as well, but nothing needs to be done until we 
hear further from them. 

I would also encourage you to look at the 
Disability Inclusion link 
(https://croquet.org.nz/inclusion/) as we will be 
holding a workshop with Oliver Field from CNZ 
later in the year here in Canterbury, to determine 
how CCA clubs could support this CNZ initiative 
and enhance the lives of physically disabled New 
Zealanders. 

Oliver is also working with Halberg Games in their 
regional events that are taking place in 
Canterbury, Auckland and Palmerston North in 
October 2022 and are open to young people aged 
8-21 with a physical or visual impairment. 
https://www.halberggames.co.nz/  

The Canterbury Halberg Games event is on 1st 
October at Rangi Ruru school. Contact Gay Jones 
for any further details on how croquet is 
involved. 

Our calendar for the season is a very full one and 
I encourage all members to take part in the 
competitions and tournaments that have been 
organised. The 2022-2023 season calendar is 
available on the CCA website 
(https://croquetcanterbury.com/calendar/). All 
CCA tournaments are advertised in the Yearbook, 
as well as being promoted by Club Captains. If 
you haven’t entered one before, take a risk, do 
something different and enter this season! We 
are also pleased that we have a number of CNZ 
events here in Canterbury this season as well as a 
World Croquet event in January. This is a great 
opportunity to take part in a CNZ tournament 
without having to travel. 

CCA are also embracing the new format of GC 
handicap play of Advantage Croquet in that the 
GC Handicap Singles tournament on 25 Sept will 
be following the Advantage method. This is 
explained in detail on the WCF website. 

(https://worldcroquet.org/advantagegc/) A 
further day of practice and learning will be held 
on 30 August at Fendalton, and you are 
encouraged and invited to attend. 

And so as we head into the 2022-2023 season, 
my hope and prayer is that you have good health 
and can enjoy your croquet, and that whether you 
are playing competitively or socially, that you 
have fun.   
Vilna Gough-Jones 
President /Treasurer CCA 
 

Clubs’ News 
Fendalton Park Croquet Club 

 
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD – VILNA 
GOUGH-JONES, PRESIDENT 
CANTERBURY NZ CROQUET 
ASSOCIATION 
Fendalton Croquet Club was delighted that 
Vilna Gough-Jones was recently presented 
with a Community Service Award for her 
services to Fendalton Croquet Club and the 
wider Canterbury Croquet Community. 
Vilna has been the Secretary of the 
Fendalton Park Croquet Cub since 2011 and 
took on the joint role of Secretary/Treasurer 
in 2013.  In addition, Vilna is an accredited 
Croquet Referee and Coach.  She has been 
a member of the Executive of the Canterbury 
Croquet Association for the past 4 years and 
is currently President and Treasurer.   

https://croquet.org.nz/inclusion/
https://www.halberggames.co.nz/
https://croquetcanterbury.com/calendar/
https://worldcroquet.org/advantagegc/
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Vilna willingly gives her time, to not only 
coach Fendalton members but regularly 
makes coaching trips to other CCA Clubs, as 
well as managing and refereeing 
tournaments. 
Marion Bishop 

 

Elmwood Croquet Club 

 
Like all Croquet players in Canterbury we are 
all keen to play outdoors again after being 
cooped up inside after a wet winter. The 
lawns have all survived the various 
downpours and are slowly drying out. We did 
however continue to play indoors throughout 
the winter. Indoor croquet provides a bird’s 
eye view on how to play and a good teaching 
opportunity on tactics and skills. Our AC 
players enjoyed playing at St James over the 
winter with very pleasant company.  
The majority of our members have survived 
all the winter ills and some have already 
returned from trips overseas. Like everyone 
we are hoping for a fine summer of play and 
companionship.  

Coming up at 
show weekend 
we are once 
again running 
the Muriel Foster tournament. Muriel’s family 
wanted to present small silver platters for a 
club event, but it was agreed to by the family 
for it to be used as a Canterbury   event. 
Muriel was a long serving member of the 
club. 
Jenny Tait  

United Croquet Club 

Members have continued to enjoy croquet 
during the winter months – weather 
permitting.  Our Mid-Winter Singles 
Tournament scheduled for 20 July was 
postponed due to weather until 27 July, but 
regrettably we were rained off again.  This will 
be re-scheduled in 2023.  As luck would have 
it, Wednesday 3 August was a beautiful 
sunny day – perfect for croquet and we had a 
good number of members enjoying the 
weather and croquet.   
Unfortunately, one of our members had their 
bag taken from the clubhouse – an extremely 
brazen theft by someone taking advantage.   
We would encourage all our visitors to please 
take your bag with you to the hutch when 
playing.  Don’t leave any valuables in the 
clubrooms.  
Work has continued on our lawns during 
winter.  A working bee is planned for 
Saturday 20 August, with 27 August as a 
backup date.  BBQ lunch will be provided for 
the workers. 
Open Day at United is on Saturday 3 
September when members will enjoy a finger 
food lunch followed by croquet.  
United member Jenny Clark won the British 
Women’s Championship for the fifth time.   
Many of you will know Jenny who has 
regularly been the number 1 ranked female 
player at both AC and GC throughout the 
past 15 years and has also achieved the 
highest AC grade of any woman since the 
rankings began and will join United in 
congratulating Jenny.  

Judy Derby 
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Diamond Harbour 

 
Sonia Line and Dawn Pearson were 
presented with their Life Members certificates 
by the retiring president Mahoney May at the 
recent AGM of the Diamond Harbour and 
Districts Croquet Club. 
Sonia Line arrived in NZ from England in 
2004. Aged 74 she soon joined the croquet 
club and became Champion of AC, and 
continues to play at the age of 92. 
Dawn Pearson commenced play in 2006, 
also playing the Association game. 
Today our players play Golf Croquet. 
The Fund Day for Diamond Harbour Croquet 
is 20th March 2023. 
Marilyn  Hopkins 

 
Holmes Park Croquet Club 

We are enjoying 12 new members, some via 
Maggie and Errol Croy. They are mostly keen 
as mustard with 6 joining our committee and 
the same 6 played in a tournament yesterday 
Holmes Park vs Cashmere (16th August). It 
was great fun.  One of our new members 
came off the field after winning his singles 
saying “that was fun”.  Some were a bit 
discouraged, but although HPCC didn’t win it 
really helped our new members get a taste of 
competition play. Hopefully this occasion will 
become an annual event. Tim was very 
thankful to one member of Cashmere who  

 
 
 
had to prompt him on 3 occasions what ball 
to hit.  It was a hard day for Tim!   
We have enjoyed winter play this year with 
good numbers turning up. Our grounds have 
held up well during the winter due to the care 
of John Reese and Tony Lowe on the mower. 
Janet Slack  

 

 
Holmes Park Team 
 

 
Cashmere Team 
 
“Toddler Team” Where did they come from? 
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St Martins Club 

We are hoping our lawns will be dry enough 
to begin playing on 3 September. At times 
this winter they have looked more suited to 
kayaking than croquet. 
 
Our Fun Day this season will be on 
Wednesday 19 October. 
 
A very successful new initiative this year has 
been our monthly Winter Talks in which four 
members spoke about aspects of their very 
different lives.  We plan to continue this next 
year. 
Please check out our new website: 
https://www.sporty.co.nz/stmartinscroquet/ 
Jan Wright 
 
Barrington Croquet Club 

Some of our members enjoyed a Christmas 
Lunch at the Brickworks one cold Sunday, it 
was very enjoyable, great company and 
delicious food, lots of talking and laughs 
among us, a great way to catch up and for 
newer members to get to know us a bit better.  
In August we enjoyed a visit from St James 
Croquet Club, 7 of their members joined us. It 

may have been 
wet and cold 
outside but the 
atmosphere 
inside was warm friendly and some great 
games were enjoyed by all, plus a delicious 
afternoon tea.  
Last Saturday we had a working bee, the 
clubrooms are spic and span in anticipation of 
the outdoor season, Opening Day 3rd 
September. Running the Hoop will be Joyce, 
our newly appointed Life Member at 
Barrington Park Croquet Club.   
One of the first events to happen in the new 
season will be the "New to Croquet 
Tournament" which is being held on three 
consecutive Thursdays in September. 24 
Players will participate in this tournament, 3 
members from Barrington Croquet Club plus 
21 members of other clubs.  This will be such 
a good opportunity for newbies to learn the 
rules, tactics and play other newer players, all 
the 101 questions anyone new to the game 
has.  
Jan Whitburn 

 

Hornby  Croquet Club  
Before the end of last season some Hornby 
Croquet Club players played a competition 
against Waireka, Ashburton, Croquet Club 
players.     
8 players from Waireka came to Hornby 
and  played singles against 8 players from 
Hornby and then 8 Hornby players went to 
Waireka and played doubles against 8 of their 
players. The single competition Hornby won 
well but at Waireka the Waireka players 
played very well and almost won but not 
quite. Hornby won the most games but only 
by a few games. Alan Belcher made a special 
trophy called the    'Double Trap'  for the 
winning club. So Hornby holds this trophy 
until next season when I am sure we will have 
another competition.  
 
We played on our lawns for a few weeks after 
the season finished but we decided to not 
play on our lawns during July and the first 2 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sporty.co.nz%2Fstmartinscroquet%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce3d4267f94024e66866808da6ab8d369%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637939639522329577%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s3cElOohBlKDTUUujFzKaZ0nhtFwRQGMOnAgf1kOmv0%3D&reserved=0
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weeks of August. It was a good decision as it 
was a very wet July.  
One of our members, Val, had moved to a 
new house and she had offered to use her 
big lawn to measure out 2 croquet lawns so 
that we could continue to play if it was fine 
during July and August. Alan, Tom, John and 
Alan of course took up Val's offer and 
measured out and mowed the lawns.  

 
 
Annette Wilson 

 

New GC Rules:  
At an earlier Club Captain/Handicappers 
meeting this summary was handed out. As 
the new season gets underway those playing 
interclub and in tournaments outside their 
club need to become familiar with the 
changes. 

GC Rules 6th Edition 2022 – Change 
Summary 

• The 6th Edition GC Rules will be used from 1 
June 2022. Clubs are encouraged to ensure 
players have been briefed on the changes and 
ideally all players will use these on Club Days     
• Reorganised and reworded to make the rules 
easier to understand 
Rules 1 – 17 now deal with the standard game of 
single banked, untimed level play, penalty areas 
and penalty area continuation 
Rules 18 – 21 deal with the variations – double 
banked, time limited, handicap and Advantage 
Croquet 
• Some borderline situations are now more clearly 
spelled out, and summarised in Appendix 1 
• Advantage Croquet now an official option for 
handicap play. The CCA Handicap Singles on 

Sunday 25 
September will 
be played using 
Advantage 
Croquet  
 
Specific Changes: 
**5.1.1: Order of play. The winner of the toss can 
choose whether to play first or second.  
Blue always starts or Green if playing second 
colours 
5.3.1 – 5.3.3: Matches of more than one game – 
players retain same colours. The losing side of 
one game starts the next with either ball of its 
side UNLESS the organising body directs 
otherwise (see 5.3.3) 
 
6.2.1: Striking period. Accidental contact with a 
ball while in the PROCESS of taking a stance 
does not constitute a fault  
 
**7.9 & 15.4: Hoop contested or run out of 
order:  
If discovered by a PLAYER that BOTH sides have 
contested a hoop out of order in their respective 
last strokes, the player is to forestall play – 
players / team to confirm the last hoop scored 
correctly and the score at that stage. Scoring clips 
removed from incorrectly run hoops AND the balls 
are LEFT where they stopped and play continues 
to the next correct hoop by the ball next to play in 
colour sequence   
If a REFEREE (active or inactive) observes that 
the players are competing for a hoop out of order 
in their respective last strokes the referee is to 
forestall play and direct that play is to continue by 
Penalty Area Continuation 
 
10 – 10.7.3 Playing a Wrong Ball (3 classes of 
wrong ball). Shortened and simplified 
**6.3.6 & 10.3.1/2/3: Annulled and Playing 
when not entitled – Successive strokes 
The most notable change is for Successive 
strokes – the stroke is annulled. Balls replaced, 
no points scored by either side and next ball in 
sequence is played 
10.4: Previous Stroke played with Opponent 
Ball  
Previous stroke played with a ball that did not 
belong to that side and last stroke played by other 
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side. Wrong ball played in both strokes; NO 
points scored. Play continues from Penalty Area 
Continuation 

10.5: Wrong Ball played By Strikers Side – 
deals with all aspects of what are the most 
common wrong balls 
 
15.3: Impasses – when neither side is willing to 
play a stroke. See 15.3.2 May be resolved by 
Penalty Area Continuation 

 
19 & 20.12: Time Limited Games – choice of 
extra time must be specified prior to event eg: 
Atkins / Twilight Open. Time is restored if 
incorrect information is given (9.6)  
 
20.6: Communication with the Opposing Side – a 
player can now declare they are considering 
playing an extra stroke any time before the 
opposing side plays a stroke, “in a manner that 
could be reasonably expected to convey to those 
to whom it is intended”. This may involve gestures 
and speech that is louder than normal 
 
16: Behaviour – please ensure all players are 
aware of this component of the rules. The most 
common breaches are but not limited to: 16.2.1, 
16.2.2, 16.2.4, 16.2.5, 16.2.6, 16.2.8, 16.2.9, 
16.2.12, 16.2.13 
 
• Levels and Handicap Information is not 
included on the reverse side of the AHS Cards. 
Clubs can download these cards from CNZ 
Website and are to have these available on tables 
when hosting competitive games when AHS 
cards are being used  
  Secondary Colours: Clubs to encourage the 

use of, especially if the need is not required on 
Club Days  

 
Coming Events 
GC New to Tournaments 
Sept 8th, 15th,22nd. NO FURTHER ENTRIES 
CAN BE TAKEN. 
AC Beginners  
September13th and 14th at St James. 
AC Interprovincial 
September 18th at Waireka 

 
 
 
 
GC Advantage Singles 
Sunday 26th September 2021 at 8:30am 

Manager: Vilna Gough-Jones 

Ph:  027 804 5784        

Email: vgoughjones@gmail.com 

Headquarters: Fendalton Park Croquet Club, 
Fendalton Park, 28 Makora Street 

Entries: To Manager by Friday 16th 
September 2022 

Entry Fee: $15 Using GCSINGLES in the 
Reference field and your name in the 
particulars field for Online Banking by Friday 
16th September 2022.  

October Events: 
Refer to your club Notice board or  
 
https://croquetcanterbury.com/calendar/ 
 
 
Matters and Dates to Note 
1 Delegates Meeting at 9.30am on Saturday 10 
September at Fendalton. 
2. The next Executive meeting is at 9.30am on 
Tuesday 6 September at Fendalton.  
3. CCA website is croquetcanterbury.com 
5. Please send any material for the next 
newsletter to Chery at 
cheryl.morrall@xtra.co.nz by 20 October 2022 
for publishing end October.  
Newsletters are published end August end October end 
January then March/April 
 

 
 

mailto:vgoughjones@gmail.com
mailto:cheryl.morrall@xtra.co.nz
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