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Editorial 
In this edition “Association Croquet” is being 
celebrated. Behind the scenes an incredible 
team of volunteers are organising the 
Women’s AC World Championship to be held 
at United, St James and Cashmere from 
January 7th to 14th, 2023. 
Thirty six women are entered from eight 
countries. A further four will come through a 
CNZ Qualifier event. That’s 280 lunch boxes 
for the catering team, just for the players. 
Flags, memorabilia, personnel, 
umpires/referees, a bespoke website 
https://acworldwomens2023.wordpress.com/, 
billets/accommodation, opening functions, 
contingency plans if it rains or if COVID rears 
its head again. The list goes on and on.  

 
The World Croquet Federation held its first 
General Meeting in 1989. Since its formation 
the WCF has evolved and grown.   
“The WCF's primary task has been to foster 
the playing of croquet at the highest possible 
level.  The principal means of bringing 
players from different countries together has 
been the holding of regular World 
Championships in both codes.  These include 
the two main singles World Championships 
designed to produce the true World 
Champions but also include World 
Championships for women, young players 
and senior players.” 

Copyright © 2021 World Croquet Federation 

Arthur Ross was 
inducted into the 
World Croquet Federation “Hall of Fame” in 
2006. 
The Arthur Ross Regional Final is to be 
held at United Croquet Club on December 
18th, with the National Final in early March 
2023. 
I wonder what Arthur and his pipe would 
make of………. 

 
How times have changed. 
 
Hall of Fame: Arthur Ross 
Arthur George Francis Ross was born in 
Christchurch New Zealand and was the third 
son of Edward James and Ginny Ross (nee 
Cox).  His father was the founding Secretary 
of the United Tennis, Bowls and Croquet Club 
in Christchurch and was a driving force in the 
formation of the New Zealand Croquet 
Council in 1920. 

Arthur subsequently attended Christ's 
College in Christchurch and took up croquet 
in his teens.  In 1915, he won his major title, 
the New Zealand Doubles Championship with 
H.A. Penn, and was also runner-up to Keith 
Izard in the New Zealand Singles 
Championship. 

He fought in World War 1 where, in the latter 
stages, he was gassed at Ypres.  His two 
brothers were both killed in action. 

During his many months of convalescence at 
Hanmer Springs, he refined his game and 
evolved his distinctive and memorable style 
before resuming play in the 1920 New 

https://acworldwomens2023.wordpress.com/
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Zealand Championships where he again won 
the Doubles Championship with Penn. 

Following recuperation, he became a poultry 
farmer and later a schoolteacher in North 
Canterbury, New Zealand, a position which 
also required him to drive the school bus over 
hazardous back country roads.  He retired in 
1951. 

His croquet success continued and he won 
the New Zealand Singles Championship 11 
times, was runner-up a further eight times, 
won the New Zealand Men Championship six 
times and the British Open Championship in 
1954. 

In 1930, he made his debut in the 
MacRobertson Shield, eventually 
representing New Zealand no less than six 
times and captained the first New Zealand 
team to win the Shield in 1950. 

At various times, he held every office on the 
New Zealand Croquet Council (President 
1928-1930, Secretary 1932-1935, Vice-
President and Referee 1935-1952) and 
started the New Zealand Croquet Council 
Gazette as editor, at his own expense.  He 
wrote "Croquet and How to Play it" which ran 
to no less than five editions and, due to his 
acknowledged international authority on the 
Laws of the Game, the "Powers and Duties of 
an Umpire" in 1946. 

He was actively involved in coaching around 
the country, often finding himself battling to 
hold breaks together while demonstrating on 
some odd proportioned lawns at out of the 
way clubs, playing with a pipe in his mouth 
that he would sometimes throw to the 
boundary as his break became more 
involved. 

In 1952, he was officially recognised as a 
leading luminary in the sport with the award 
of a Life Membership of the New Zealand 
Croquet Council. 

He was married 
twice, namely 
to Violet Ross 
(nee Minchen), 
who died in 1974, and to Lena Ross (nee 
Ashworth) who also died in 1974.  He had 
three sons, Hugh (b.1925, d.1992), Terence 
(b.1927), Peter (b.1940) and his only 
daughter Jean (b.1930) was at one time 
married to Ashley Heenan. 

Arthur was a wonderfully kind hearted 
man.  When asked late in life about his 
croquet record, he only reluctantly gave the 
details but said that his grandchildren were 
his best record. 

Sometimes known as “The father of the triple 
peel”, Arthur Ross died at Motueka, New 
Zealand in 1975. 

In 1979, the Ross family and his son-in-law, 
Ashley Heenan presented to the New 
Zealand Croquet Council the Arthur Ross 
Memorial Trophy for the New Zealand 
National Handicap Event to encourage 
croquet at grass roots level, something in 
which Ross believed passionately. 
. 

Copyright © 2021 World Croquet Federation 

 
Arthur Ross 
Born 1895 Died 1975 
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Presidents Report 
Well, the season has started with a bang and 
so much has already happened, and is 
happening on the Canterbury Croquet scene.  
Thanks must go to Janet Scott and all the 
many volunteers who helped with the “New to 
Tournament” competition at Barrington club. I 
was able to see a little of the action on some 
of the Thursdays and there was a lovely 
positive buzz. Well done! Thanks also to 
Margaret and Rodger Lane for some AC 
coaching so that those new to AC 
tournaments also had some training. I am 
very appreciative of the willingness of 
Canterbury folk to share their knowledge and 
expertise. A workshop “Coaching for 
Coaches” has been scheduled for Tuesday 
25 October at 9.30am. Even if you haven’t yet 
sent in your name to Marion to attend, you 
are still welcome. 
Interclub competitions are also well under 
way, as well as some of the Fun days at 
clubs.  
The inaugural GC Singles Handicap 
tournament with Advantage format was also a 
successful day at Fendalton Park and 
Holmes Park. Comments from the players 
show an overall response in favour of the 
new format. Winner of the day was Patrick 
Conolly from Cashmere. The AC Singles 
Handicap has also been held at Holmes Park 
with Bruce Wright as the winner. Entries for 
the GC Grades tournaments are looking good 
as well. 
I spent a very pleasant afternoon with the 
Opening Day of Courage Croquet Club on 9 
October. There were close to 40 folk 
attending including people from Christchurch 
and local dignitaries. The mayor of Amberley 
cut the token ribbon to “open” the lawns and 
then play started with some “keen to learn” 
newcomers being shown the basics with 
more experienced players. We wish Jan and 
Jack Chisnall all the best with this new 
venture. 
The long awaited year books and new GC 
rule books finally arrived and thanks to 
Marion for their distribution to the various 
clubs. A reminder that if you need more GC 

rule books for 
your club 
members to get 
your orders in 
to Marion by 15th November. Marion 
suggests that you may like to order some 
additions, in excess of your current members, 
so that you have some on hand for new 
members. 
An update on the Women’s Association 
Croquet World Competition (WACWC) from 
6-14 January is that a full field of 40 players is 
anticipated and we have been able to secure 
some sponsorship from Michael McClure at 
Terminator and from Senior Move Managers. 
Details will be given to clubs regarding 
promotion of their products. Further 
sponsorship is also being negotiated. I would 
like to thank the number of members who 
have indicated their willingness to billet 
players. Canterbury hospitality in full force! 
I attended the CNZ AGM and clubs will have 
received the report back via their secretaries. 
I have raised a concern with CNZ re the 
timing of CNZ competitions with Regional 
competitions. CNZ cancelled the Women’s 
GC competition scheduled for 8-9 October in 
Canterbury due to various reasons. However 
I understand that the CNZ Tournament 
Committee will be looking at better planning 
and communication regarding CNZ 
tournaments in the future. 
The CNZ GC Invitation 16 tournament 
scheduled for 18-20 November is on track 
and will be held at Fendalton Park. Find some 
time and come and watch some great 
croquet. 
Take care everyone and I trust that you also 
find time to enjoy your croquet!! 
 
Vilna Gough-Jones 
President /Treasurer CCA 
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Women’s AC World Championship 
A request from the committee…. If any 
member has a connection to a food supplier 
(fresh or frozen) who could assist with 
catering supplies, please contact Gay Jones, 
021 9777 14. 
Gay is also the person to contact if you would 
like to order a tournament top.

There is a choice of 
two x crew necks, one has set in sleeve and 
the other is raglan sleeve and 1 x polo top. 
The wording is the same on both. Price at this 
point is approx $32 (subsidised by Grey 
Nicolls). They would only be available by pre-
ordering so no cost to CCA or impact on the 
budget. Orders would need to be in by mid 
Nov. 
The WACWC is proudly sponsored by 
 
 

 
 

               
 

 
 

 
 
 
Barrington Croquet Club 

 

 
Barrington Park Croquet had a wonderful 
start to this croquet season, with a well- 
attended opening day on Sept 10th. Joyce 
one of our longstanding members ran the first 
hoop, having been piped on to the lawn by 
Dormer, our club captain. The day ended with 
a special afternoon tea as Joyce celebrated a 
special birthday.  
Recently Barrington hosted a "New to 
Tournament' competition attended by 27 
players from all over Christchurch.  To say it 
was a success is an understatement.It was 
fantastic, a great chance to think about the 
rules of croquet, learn more tips and 
strategies and to meet other fellow croquet 
enthusiasts.  Thank you to everyone involved, 
especially those who organized this 
tournament, generously shared their 
knowledge and those who provided 
refreshments.  
Barrington Park has two teams in the 
interclub competition, one in Div 1 and one in 
Div 3.  Some of the results could be improved 
upon but it is all good experience and 
rewarding for those taking part.  
As we move towards Christmas there are a 
couple of social events planned plus a "Bring 
a Friend" day in January 2023.  The club 
remains in good heart with some new and 
potential members coming along on club 
days.  
Jan Whitburn 
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Cashmere Croquet Club 

  
Croquet New Zealand 
Players of the Year 
Josh Winter and Paddy Chapman 
Seen here with Tony O’Donnell. 
Both from Cashmere!!! (As many of you will 
know, Paddy Chapman started at Cashmere 
as a youngster, and went on to become a 
World Champion.) Josh is about to take part 
in the World U-21 tournament in Tauranga 
this coming January. Some of our other 
young players will join him: hopefully we will 
be able to follow them on You Tube. 

 
Another Champion performance…… 
this time from 14-year-old Patrick Conolly. On 
September 25 Patrick won the inaugural GC 
Handicap Advantage tournament held at 
Fendalton and Holmes Park. 
Photographed at prize-giving with his 
grandparents, Janet and Owen Evans.  
Lyn McKinnon 

 
 
 
Edgeware Croquet Club 
 

 

 
 
During our pre- season working bee, the 
shelter seats were all removed and repainted,   
and we were fortunate to engage some 
assistance on the day from the Student 
Volunteer Army students. 
We also want to raise awareness of our need 
for more members and it would greatly assist 
if some other clubs who are full could redirect 
to clubs such as Edgeware who wish to 
extend their current membership numbers 
and stay viable. 
Everyone at Edgeware is looking forward to a 
fabulous croquet season. 
Jan Cooney 

 
Holmes Park Croquet Club 
We have a full house at Holmes Park with 
very keen and involved new members.  We 
have 1 interclub team who are all new and 
are holding their own and enjoying the 
experience of competitions.  
Janet Slack 
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 Hornby Croquet Club  
We have had 3 new members at our club this 
season so far.  
Hornby players are playing in the Interclub 
Competition with teams in Division 1, Division 
2 and 2 teams in Division 3.    
Helen and Alan Belcher are also playing in 
the singles competition on Thursday 
mornings.  
8 members from Hornby competed at the SI 
Masters in GC croquet in Timaru and had 3 
family support crew. A great time was had by 
all. Congratulations go to the following Wendy 
Berkett won gold in her singles and with 
Helen Webber won gold in their doubles. 
Helen also won silver in hersingles. Tom 
Pluck and Mary Dewar also won silver in their 
singles and John Dewar won bronze in his 
singles. 
On Wednesday 28th September Hornby 
Croquet Club had our Fun Day.  
We had different types of weather on this 
day. It started off cool and then rained at 
about lunch time. Once the play had finished 
the sun came out.  
All the players seemed to enjoy the play and 
the food that was available.  
Thank you to all the players from a big variety 
of clubs who came to take part in our Fun 
Day.  

 
 
Annette Wilson 

St James Croquet Club 

The highlight of the new season for St James 
has been the stepping up of eight of last 
year’s newcomers to play interclub this year.  
Five of our GC players (Bruce and Janine 

Hansen, Robin 
Lloyd, Sue 
Mullord and 
Elizabeth 
Christensen) were greatly helped towards this 
by the CCA’s Golf Croquet Novice 
Tournament and two of the three new AC 
players (Sue Whitty, Kevin Tregenza and 
Jenny Fisher) were able to attend the two day 
coaching course at St James before being 
partnered in the Johnson by three generous 
senior players.  Jenny Fisher performed 
creditably at the CCA Handicap competition 
against much more experienced opposition.  
We know the presence of newbies 
sometimes tests the patience of the 
opposition.  We acknowledge this and thank 
you. 
Our Friday afternoon AC session remains 
open to players from other Clubs.  Please be 
there by 12.55 p.m. or text Margaret Lane on 
021 251 0538 to let her know you are on the 
way.  (Show Weekend Friday is reserved for 
a Club tournament however.) 
Congratulations to CNZ for changing the 
rules on handicaps for players on AC 
handicaps of 20, 22 and 24.  At last there is 
encouragement for higher handicap players 
and we have an eight-person entry for our 
Lorimer Cup as a result. 
 

ASSOCIATION CROQUET EXPERIENCE 

 

 

 

Six players from Rangiora, St James, 
Fendalton and Cashmere took part in a 
concentrated two-day introduction to 
Association Croquet, its strokes and its 
strategies, at St James Park this week.  The 
weather was chilly but at least it was fine 
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enough for three quarters of the programme 
to be run outside with mallets in hand. 
It would have been good to have bigger 
numbers, but on the positive side, 
participants were able to benefit from 
intensive one-to-one help from the St James 
team.  The participants, along with other 
Canterbury AC players of any level, are 
welcome to play at St James free of 
charge on Fridays at 1.00 pm. 
Margaret Lane 

St Martins Club 

  
We at St Martins were greatly saddened by 
the loss of Judy Cleine our beloved coach in 
September. 
Judy was a great player of both AC and GC – 
she and her husband were once New South 
Wales doubles champions. Those of us 
fortunate to be coached by her will always 
remember the way she would squat on her 
haunches to line up the ball and then 
effortlessly rise to her feet.  
Many of us had the privilege of hearing Judy 
tell of her life in the theatre at one of our 
Winter Talks in July – a life of courage, 
creativity, and extraordinary sewing skills. 
She ended her talk with a hilarious 
performance of the Wife of Bath’s Prologue. 

Judy was 
farewelled at a 
service on 11 
September. 
Her style was evident throughout from the 
bright blue coffin to the upbeat music and the 
declaration “Je ne regrette rien”. 
In memory of Judy the St Martins GC 
Handicap Doubles Tournament is to be 
named the Judy Cleine Memorial Tournament 
United Croquet Club 
A successful Open Day on 3 September and 
just prior to that we had a very successful 
working bee.  The club is looking great thanks 
to members’ efforts.   
UCC Singles is underway with good entry 
numbers from our members.   A number of 
new members have been welcomed recently 
and consequently the Club is trialling an extra 
morning draw on Club Days.  This is working 
well. 
On Wednesday Club Days a member 
presents explanation/discussion on a 
particular rule.  An excellent initiative and 
certainly provides an opportunity to improve 
understanding of the rules. 
A group of 14 players attended the recent 
South Island Masters held in Timaru.  It was 
extremely enjoyable – seeing other members 
from our local clubs and receiving such a 
warm welcome from our host clubs.  United 
players won a total of 12 medals.  An 
enjoyable and successful time in Timaru.  
Congratulations to all the medal winners. 
 
 

 



Canterbury (NZ) Croquet Association Inc 
NEWSLETTER  OCTOBER 2022 

Page 8 of 12 
 

A number of our members took part in the 
CCA Advantage Singles.  This was very well 
run with games at Fendalton and Holmes 
Park.  A big thank you to those involved with 
the organisation. 
 
The Committee has instigated a Suggestions 
Box and members are making use of this.   In 
addition, our website has been revamped and 
an “Events” tab entered.  Another way for 
members to see what’s happening in croquet. 
 
Replacement trolleys are currently being 
made and will be ready for the Women’s 
World – hosted at United in January 2023.   
Judy Derby 

 
Elmwood Croquet Club 
Everybody is enthusiastic about getting 
underway for the new season, some new 
members so that is pleasing. Two members 
are off cruising around Australia at present 
without permission from the committee but by 
all accounts enjoying themselves. 
 
We have had four pupils from Heaton playing 
after school. They were first exposed to 
croquet after playing from the school 
programme with Elmwood primary school.  
They were playing on the playground next to 
us and asked to come and play. Lesley has 
been busy coaching them. 
 
So far this year we have hosted two birthday 
parties and two stag does and still more to 
come. 
  
Just a reminder of our Muriel Foster 
tournament on Sunday 13th November,the 
first golf croquet tournament to be held in 
Canterbury in memory of one of our players. 
Entries to Lesley Kain who at present is 
cruising with Kathleen. 
 
Jenny Tait 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
                  Patron Kath Robertson 
Akaroa Croquet Club 
Starting this season with a healthy 
membership of 35 our 2 lawns are busy on 
Club days. Prior to the start of the season our 
Lawn Supervisor attended a lawn care  
workshop run by CCA in which he gained a 
great insight into the care and maintenance of 
the lawns. Our club is now following a plan for 
the season and already our lawns have 
responded and look healthy, the lawn team 
has worked tirelessly to get them up to 
standard. Our lawns then flooded late 
Aug/Sept that delayed our opening day to 17 
Sept which was well attended. 
October 6 we had unseasonal snow/rain on 
the Peninsula which again closed our lawns 
for 5 days due to surface flooding. 
We have a new active exciting Committee 
which is always coming up with new ideas, 
we are looking forward to introducing 
“Welcome Wednesday” twilight croquet in the 
new year to encourage new members along 
and just for people to give croquet  
a go and a social get together BBQ after. 
As always enjoy the game. 
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Our members have been busy with 4 
Interclub Teams, our own Club days & 18  
attending the SI Maters Games in Timaru, 
bringing home a total of 13 medals. 
 

 
 
Carol Masefield 

 

Rangiora Croquet Club 

At our AGM we made Audrey Burnett an 
honour life member of the club.  Audrey has 
had a long association with Rangiora before 
she moved to Christchurch and made St 
James her home club.  We celebrated her life 
membership by inviting Audrey to run the first 
hoop on opening day for the 2022/23 outdoor 
season, and she reflected on how she first 
became involved with croquet. 
We have seen many new people joining us 
this year, and our membership is now 
approaching 70.  This has prompted us to 
temporarily close our membership, although it 
will be kept under review and new members 
accepted if there are any resignations.  In 
response to the high level of interest in the 
community we have also been working with 
the Waimakariri District Council to find an 
acceptable layout for two further lawns.  We 
anticipate that it will be at least two if not 
three years before we commence work on 
these lawns. 

 
It has been no 
secret that we 
encountered difficulties developing our 
second two lawns because COVID among 
other things got in the way.  We are delighted 
that the remedial work that was done last 
autumn has been successful, and we will 
have four full-sized lawns available from mid-
November. 
This year we saw some changes in office 
holders.  Merv Marsh became our GC 
Captain, replacing Hilda Newey, and Helen 
Mcnab replacing Carol Kidd as GC Captain.  
We thank Hilda and Carol for their 
tremendous contribution to the club during 
the time when many of us were learning the 
game and finding our way at CCA level. 
We have a new competition this year for 
those on handicaps of 11 and higher, which 
will be played for the Charlie Barnes Trophy 
on Christchurch Show Day.  This trophy has 
been presented by Anne in memory of her 
husband. The new competition is designed to 
provide those on higher handicaps and/or 
new to croquet to play matches and learn to 
use their handicap cards. 
Wilson Henderson 

 

Courage Croquet Club 

Jack Chisnall’s welcoming address at the 
opening of the Courage Croquet Club. 
 
“Welcome to Marie Black Mayor of the Hurunui 
District Council. 
Tony O’Donnell Chairman of Croquet NZ 
Vilna -Gough Jones President and Treasurer of 
Canterbury Croquet Ass 
Gay Jones  Referee and Handicapper of the Canterbury 
CCA 
Owen Evans ex CCA President 
 
Fifteen months ago I looked at this stony paddock, 
noticed it was free draining and about the size of two 
croquet lawns. 
 
With my experience developing farmland and six years 
as President then Secretary of the Kaiapoi Croquet 
Club as well as attending Canterbury CCA Delegates 
meetings I wasn’t too daunted to take it on.  
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I thank the Hurunui District Council for not putting 
road blocks in the way (No Pun intended) 
 
My wife and fellow Trustee Jan Kaiapoi Croquets 
President and Club Champion although initially 
sceptical  is now showing her usual enthusiasm 
 
Neighbours for their forbearance and help especially 
the Parish’s,Diana Arbon for assistance marking out 
hoops and my old school friend and gatekeeper Brian 
Gardner 
 
DK Custom Cabins for the Trolley Shed 
 
Amberley Hire for the six times their little green 
tractor rotary hoed and then levelled the paddock. The 
only thing it did not do was pick up the sixty 10litre 
buckets of stones.  
 
There is an old Egyptian Proverb that says “He who 
travels alone travels fast” (I have done that) 
“But he who travels with many travels far”   This is 
where I need you 
 
We have some very experienced players here.   Tony,  
Vilna, Gaylene,Owen  and old friend and Rangiora 
Champ John Foster who are ready to do a 
demonstration round. They will be challenged by the 
rawness of the lawn which was sown 28th February 
this year.  
 
First I ask Mayor Marie to cut the ribbon.” 
 

 
 
 
Mayor Marie Black Cutting Ribbon  

Fendalton Park Croquet Club 

Fendalton Park has had the usual busy start 
to the season. Five interclub teams are 
entered across the divisions. Three players 
are also participating in the GC Singles. The 
Don Reyland competition is well underway 

with the eight 
finalists from 
each block 
competing in a 
round robin over two days in November to 
find a finalist for the CCA Regional on 
December 11th. 
In addition we have our Club Handicap 
Singles and Doubles competitions drawing to 
a close. 
This Saturday we play for the Hazel Cocks 
Salver, and on November 5th we have the first 
round of the McClurg Challenge. 
We have hosted the CCA Handicap Singles, 
and the Advantage practice day preceding 
this event. 
With all this activity our lawns are holding up 
very  well. They need to be as Fendalton is 
hosting the CNZ  GC Invitations on 18th-20th 
November. 
On November 6th we have our FUNdraising 
Day. There are still some places available if 
you haven’t entered yet. A day of “serious 
fun”. 
FOR SALE: Price to be negotiated. Indoor 
croquet equipment. Please contact Vilna if 
interested. 
Cheryl Morrall 

 
Matters and Dates to Note 
 

CCA Interclub Twilight Open GC 

Registrations for this competition, which starts on 
Thurs 17th November have been called for. 
Please have your registrations in by the 1st 
November. Teams have two players with no 
restriction on handicaps.  

 
 

CCA GC Grades 
Premier / Senior / Intermediate 

This tournament doubles as Silver Badge 
Entries have closed for this tournament to be held 
at St Martins and Cashmere on October 30th.  
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CCA GC Grades 

Primary 
Handicap Range 9-14 

This tournament doubles as Silver Badge. 
Sunday 27th November 2022 

Entries for this tournament close on November 
18th. Refer Page 58 of Yearbook. 
 

CCA Beginners Day 
Sunday 4th December 

St James Croquet Club 
   

CCA Atkins Trophy GC 
Entries will open 1 Nov with first games 
potentially on Sat 28 January 2023.  Doubles play 
with one player having a handicap of 9+. 

 
The next Executive meeting is at 9.30pm on 
Tuesday 1 November at Fendalton Park CC. 
  
The next Delegates meeting is at 9.30pm on 
Saturday 10 December at Fendalton Park CC.  
 

CCA website is croquetcanterbury.com 
 

Please send any material for the next newsletter 
to Cheryl at cheryl.morrall@xtra.co.nz by 20 
January 2023 for publishing end January.  
Newsletters are published end August end October end 
January then March/April 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

CCA sponsors  
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